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Welcoming the 40th anniversary of K League, this season will be remembered as
the one that has seen growth in every aspect compared to last. In particular, we
made histo surpassing three million in paid fans and opened the door to a new
era in K League 1 with a milestone average attendance of 10,000.

The battles for positions in the table were intense. Ulsan Hyundai showed their
courage and clinched back-to-back titles in K League 1, while Gimcheon Sangmu
earned promotion back to K League 1 in the most dramatic way imaginable just
one season after relegation.

It was amazing that Gwangju FC earned an AFC Champions League spot for the
first time in their history right after they won promotion with the K League 2 title
just last season. Gimpo FC’s campaign was incredible too as they made it to the
Promotion-Relegation playoft after finishing third in K League 2.

As much as we have more football fans coming to watch the games, a and
explanations about the games are becoming more scientific. In order to underpin
this change, we have published the K League 2023 Technical Report which has
compiled all match performance data, tactics, and strategies from the 2023 season.

We put together our analyses to look back on what have been the key features in

various areas. We have also put video clips in at appropriate places to help you un-

derstand them better.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all peo-
ple in K League from players, coaching staff to team officials for their efforts and
commitment to be able to finish the season in style. I also would like to extend my
thanks to fans for their continued support and love for K League. I hope this report

will help K League become a more scientific and a more interesting league.

Best Regards,

President Kwon Oh-gap

Korea Professional Football League
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DEFINNG BEPRO11 DATA

@ xGleXpected Goals) | the possibility that a specific shot made
can lead to a goal. This is determined by several variables like
a location of shot from and an angle of shot made at, and where
the connected pass was from.

@ xGOT (Expected Goals on Target) | Value refers to the
probability that a shot on target leads to a goal. It is determined
by the xG value and the goalmouth location of the shot, and
only shots on target are included during the calculation
process.

@ xT (Expected Threat) | refers to the ability to deliver the ball to
an area with a high probability of a goal being scored. The ball
can be delivered in three ways: pass, dribble, and carry, and the
field is divided into zones (21x18), giving each zone a scoring
chance, and the area where the ball is delivered is subtracted
from the area where the ball is delivered.

@ Shot on Target | any shot attempt that; 1) scores a goal.
2) would have been a goal had it not been saved by the
goalkeeper.

@ Control Under Pressure | An action from a player to keep
possession of the ball and get out of pressure from an
opponent player.

@ Sequence | A series of actions from taking the ball to losing the
ball. It initiates from the possession of the ball and ends with
losing the ball to a defending team, shooting, or the ball out of

play.

@ Shoot Sequence | A sequence that ends with a shoot.

@ Goal Sequence | A sequence that ends with a goal.

@ Key pass | Any final pass or cross that leads to a shot
(excluding goals). If that final pass or cross leads to a goal, it is

not only a key pass but also an assist.

@ Final Third Pass | A pass started in the final third area of the
pitch when divided into three equal spaces.

@ Middle Third Pass | A pass started in the middle third area of
the three equal spaces.

@ Defensive Third Pass | A pass started in the defensive third
area of the pitch. This is usually within your own half.

@ Long Pass | a pass equals to or is longer than 30 metre.

@ Medium Pass | A pass is longer than 15 metre and shorter than
30 metre.

@ Short Pass | A pass equals to or is shorter than 15 metre.
@ Forward Pass | A pass that travels forward within 60°.

@ Sideway Pass | A pass that travels towards both sides within
120°.

@ Back Pass | A pass that travels back toward their own goal
within 60°.

@ PPDA (Passes allowed Per Defensive Action) | An indicator
to measure the intensity of high pressure. This is calculated
by a number of passes made by an attacking team divided by
defensive actions within 60 % of the opponent’s half from the
goal line.

@ Aerial duel | Two players challenge each other in the air to win
the ball.

@ Ground Duels | Two players challenge each other on the
ground to win the neutral ball

@ Tackles | A defensive action to dispossess an opponent by
tackle and make them lose possession of the ball.

@ Interceptions | When the opposing team tries to play the ball
between their teammates but is intervened by one of your
players and your team regains possession.

@ Blocks | A defensive action to block passes, crosses, and shots
and make the opponent lose possession of the ball.

@ Clearances | A defensive action in which the player kicks or
heads the ball away or out of play with no intention of finding a
teammate.
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2023 K League TSG(Technical Study Group)

CHA SANG-KWANG

Chief of K League TSG | PARK TAE-HA

- KFA full-time Coach
- GK Coach of Korea U19 Team
- GK Coach of Korea Olympics Football Team

LEE KYU-JUN

- Manager of Jangan Univ.
- Member of KFA Technical Committee
- Manager of Janghoon U18

KIM NAM-PYO

Video Analyst | SEO HYUN-KYU

- KFA Coaching Instructor
- AFC Coaching Instructor
- Vice Chairman of KFA Technical Committee

LEE PYUNG-JAE

- Manager of Jeonnam WFC
- Manager of Jeonnam Dragons U18
- Scout for Jeonnam Dragons

KIM HO-YOUNG

- Manager of Gangwon FC
- Caretaker Manager of FC Seoul
- Manager of Gwangju FC

CHOI MUN-SIK

- Manager of Daejeon Citizen
- Coach for Korea U23 Team
- Manager of Korea U16 Team

JUNG KYOUNG-GU

- Professor, Dept of Sports Coaching,

Jeonju Univ.

- Technical Director of Korea Futsal League
- KFA Coaching Instructor

PARK KUN-HA

- Manager of Suwon Samsung Bluewings
- Coach for Korea National Team
- Coach for Korea U23 Team

KIM TAE-WAN

- Manager of Gimcheon Sangmu
- Manager of Sangju Sangmu
- Coach for Gwangju Sangmu

JEON KYUNG-JUN

- Manager of Jeonnam Dragons
- Coach for Korea National Team
- Coach for Korea U23 Team

SEO DONG-WON

- Assistant Manager of Korea Univ.
- Manager of Korea Univ.
- Manager of Guam A Team

KIM JUNG-S00

- KFA Coaching Instructor
- Manager of Korea U20 Team
- Coach for Korea U23 Team

CHOI SEUNG-BUM

- KFA Coaching Instructor
- Member of KFA TSG
- Member of AFC TSG

BAEK YOUNG-CHUL

- KFA Coaching Instructor
- Coach for Seoul E-Land
- Manager of Daegu FC U18

KIM YONG-RAE

- Youth Director of Ansan Greeners
- Member of KFA Technical Committee
- Lecturer, Dept. of Football Science,

Honam Univ.

KIM TAE-MIN

- Assistant Manager of Korea U20 Team
- Coach for Vietnam National Team
- Coach for Hoang Anh Gia Lai FC

KIM EUN-JUNG

- Manager of Korea U20 Team
- Coach for Korea U23 Team
- Coach for Royale Union Tubize-Braine




Promotion-Relegation Playoffs respectively.

2023 K League 1 Final Standings 2023 K League 2 Final Standings

Position Club Points Won Drwan Lost Goals Scored Position Club Points Won Drwan Lost Goals Scored

01 Ulsan 38 23 7 8 63 01 Gimcheen 36 22 5 9 71
02  Pohang 38 16 16 6 53 02  Busam 36 20 10 6 50
03 Gwangu 38 16 11 11 47 9  Gmpo 37 17 12 8 42
" 04 Jeombuk 38 16 9 13 45 04  Gyeongnam 38 15 13 10 55
05 Incheon 38 14 14 10 46 05 Buchen 37 16 10 11 45
- 06 Anyang 36 15 9 12 58
- == @ °¢ = ¥ 17 =5 08 Chungbuk Cheongju 36 13 13 10 37
08 Daejeon 38 12 15 11 56 @ g Seongnam 36 11 11 14 43
09 Jegu 38 10 11 17 43 10 cChungnamAsan 36 12 6 18 39
~ 1 suwenFC 38 8 9 21 44 12 Ansan 36 6 7 23 40

12 Suwon 38 8 21 35 13 Cheonan City 5 10 21 33
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Ulsan Running Riot,
FC Seoul Playing
Effectively

FEB-
MAR

Ulsan Hyundai were strong from the very start of the season. Their
record was unblemished in the first four games with four wins and
rose to the top of the table. The driving force behind this strong start
was ‘defence’ with the Horangi conceding just two goals. The back
four, consisting of Seol Young-woo, Kim Young-gwon, Jung Seung-
hyun, and Kim Tae-hwan, provided solid protection.

Ulsan were well-organised attacking-wise too. The players had
a clear understanding of their roles on the pitch when it came
to pressing and exploiting the space. All players except for Um
Won-sang switched roles from one to another in order to confuse
opposition defenders. The likes of Joo Min-kyu, Gustav Ludwigson,
Valeri Qazaishvili, and Ataru Esaka played their partin that regard.
FC Seoul were just behind the leaders Ulsan. The capital side won
three of their first four games and found themselves second in
the table. The key to this was efficiency. While Seoul were more
focused on ball retention last season with 61.9% possession, this
season, however, they tried to do more with the ball and had 44.7%
possession.

One of their strengths was having a simple but effective way of
playing and there were some significant improvements in some
indicators: the number of passes and time per sequence and direct
speed. Their main pattern was to move forward via the flanks at a
fast pace from defensive positions in a 4-4-2 formation. Once the
player in the number 9 position held the ball up, the players on the
flanks ran into the space behind. In the early stages of the 2023
season, FC Seoul were more dangerous and impressive than they
had been in recent years.

Ulsan’s attacking play in the early stages of the season.
Forward players did what was asked of them.

Notable
Ulsan Stats
R1-6

Goals

81st

Final Third
Passes

371 st

Crosses

192nd

G-
ﬂnﬁl

Notable
FC Seoul Stats
R1-6

Passesin

Defensive Third

500:.

Clearances

212>

Blocks

1131


https://youtu.be/Yuc0Gy_F-l8


Pohang Steelers and Suwon
Bluewings: Moving In
Opposite Directions During
Packed Schedule

The month of April was busy in K League with six rounds played,
which was a tough schedule for all. Looking back on the season,
April turned out to be the month with the most games played.
Pohang Steelers were a team that seemed to enjoy April more than
most. After Ulsan, they earned the second-highest number of points
with three wins, two draws, and a loss. The Steelers suffered their
first defeat of the season to Incheon United in Round 10 after being
unbeaten in their first nine games. By the end of April, having picked
up 19 points, they drew level with FC Seoul in second.

Credit must be given to Pohang manager Kim Gi-dong’s tactical
ability. At the beginning of the Round 5 match against Jeonbuk, he
deployed defensive midfielder Lee Seung-mo up front to press high,
with the likes of Jeong Jae-hee, Cho Jae-hun, and Kim Seung-dae
running in behind. In Round 6 against Gwangju, he opted for a man-
marking system to stifle the opposition. Moreover, he moved target
man Zeca to the side to take advantage of Gwangju’s lack of height in
the full back positions.

Meanwhile, Suwon Samsung Bluewings suffered their worst-ever
start to a season. They earned just two points from their first 10
games with two draws and eight losses and remained at the bottom
of the table. Suwon became the only team that had still not won come
the end of April, and more shockingly, were eight points adrift of
11th-placed Gangwon FC.

One of their problems was that they allowed too much space
between the midfielders and defence, an area where their opponents
often put the ball into. Midfielders like Kim Bo-kyung, Yu Je-ho, and
Rodrigo Bassani did not provide enough protection, and Lee Jong-
sung suffered a dip in form. This had a profound impact on their
back four as teams were free to move forward without difficulty. The
left side where Lee Ki-je and Dave Bulthuis played was particularly
vulnerable.

Suwon Samsung allowed the ball to be put into the area between
the defence and midfield, exposing too much space.

OVERVIEW
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Notable Pohang
Steelers Stats
R5-10

Interceptions

1321st

Ground Duels

43 2nd

Passesin
Middle Third

1,001,

Notable Suwon
Bluewings Stats
R5-10

Goals

511th

Blocked shots

181st

earances

Cl
191 12th
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https://youtu.be/0GBf-C4-XMg
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A Late Spring
Transformation

The month of May saw a rise in form of Jeju United. Jeju were unable
to pick up a single victory in the first five games of the season but
then went on to win eight, draw one, and lose just once in their next
10. By early April, they began to see a turnaround and following this
upturn in form, Jeju leapfrogged other teams to reach third place, up
from tenth.

With Nam Ki-il in charge, the back three worked well and the key
to its success was wingback Ahn Hyeon-beom. Jeju tended to use
a 3-4-3 or a 3-5-2 formation to maximise Ahn’s attacking ability. In
most cases, the team’s right winger moved centrally into midfield,
which dragged the defender out of position. This allowed Ahn Hyeon-
beom to overlap in that space. Jeju were able to get back on track
thanks to a solid back three and Ahn Hyeon-beom’s attacking ability.

Meanwhile, at the bottom end of the table, the artillery-less battle
between Suwon Bluewings and Gangwon FC continued. In May,
Suwon’s worst-ever start to a season prompted the club to bring in
manager Kim Byung-soo. This was the first managerial change of
2023 in K League 1. Kim took the reins after Suwon bagged their first
win of the season against Incheon in Round 11.

Gangwon had the most miserable time in May, managing just a draw
and four defeats in five games and the gap with Suwon was getting
narrower as time went by. Gangwon’s biggest problem was their
attacking play. They were unable to register a single goal in May, and
the form of their forward players seemed to dip further. Kim Dae-
won and Yang Hyun-jun, following dazzling displays in 2022, seemed
to have lost their shine, and striker Dino Islamovic was unable to
function as a target man. With drops in form of Gangwon’s attacking
players, the frustrating situation continued for Choi Yong-soo who

was trying to make use of a counterattacking-oriented tactic.

>

Jeju found opportunities to overlap by switching freely between
a3-4-3anda 3-5-2.

i

Notable Jeju
United Stats
R11-15

Goals

122nd

Goals conceded

311th

Interceptions

170 2nd

Notable
Gangwon Stats
R11-15

Goals

0 12th

Shots

4211th

Shots on Target

7 12th


https://youtu.be/MhwEzqi_MIk

Dan Petrescu Era
Begins for Jeonbuk,
and Flying Incheon

Jeonbuk went through a hectic schedule. Manager Kim Sang-sik left
the club in May and Kim Do-heon was placed in charge as interim
manager. Kim Do-heon’s Jeonbuk first emerged in Round 11 against
FC Seoul. Jeonbuk were set up in a back four having switched from a
3-4-3 formation under Kim Sang-sik.

There were more tactical variations under Kim Do-heon. Five days lat-
er when they faced Suwon Bluewings, Maeng Seong-ung was given a
special role. Maeng was deployed at left full back but then moved into
midfield when Jeonbuk were in possession. The tactic was designed to
give Jeonbuk a bit of extra emphasis in the middle of the park. Ten days
later against Suwon FC, Jeonbuk made the best use of Kim Jin-su and
Kim Moon-hwan by playing them on the flanks for their attacking ability.
Jeonbuk’s new era began at the end of June. Dan Petrescu became
the club’s seventh full time manager and was in charge in time for the
Round 19 fixture with Gwangju FC. The Romanian preferred to use a
4-4-2 formation with long balls being played to the strikers. He placed
a target man like Cho Gue-sung or Gustavo upfront with pacey players
around them. The key was to send the ball forward as fast as possible
rather than keeping possession.

Meanwhile, Incheon United, who struggled during the early phase of the
season, managed to bounce back from July and the team’s drive came
from a change in the way they played. Earlier in the season, Incheon
tried to keep possession as much as possible through Lee Myung-joo
and Shin Jin-ho. However, Incheon’s attack was ineffective and was un-
able to break down compact defences. The glove didn’t seem to fit.
Incheon decided to make a change. In July, their attacking style be-
came much simpler with the introduction of Kim Do-hyeok as central
midfielder. Kim moved into space diligently, which worked well with
the performances of Gerso Fernandes and Hernandes upfront. On
some occasions, Incheon used Cheon Seong-hoon and Stefan Mugosa
to keep hold of the ball. Thanks to these changes including a formation
switch from a 3-4-3 to a 3-5-2, Incheon finally began to take off.

>

Jeonbuk interim manager Kim Do-heon had an interesting way of using Maeng
Seong-ung against Suwon Bluewings

OVERVIEW

Notable
Jeonbuk Stats
R16-24

Shots Inside
the Box

74 2nd

Aerial Duels

234 2nd

Blocks

781st

Notable
Incheon Stats
R16-24

Goals Conceded

61st

Interceptions

287:..

Dribbles

27 2nd
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https://youtu.be/UNAL7sKGAzA
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Gigantic Gwangju,
Daegu Marching into
Final A

In the midst of the sizzling summer in August, Gwangju’s form began
to rise along with the temperatures and, points-wise, the team
gained what their performances had deserved. With one win in five
in July, Gwanjgu’s biggest problem was finding the back of the net.
Despite dominating possession they could not find a breakthrough
and this situation gave Gwangju manager Lee Jung-hyo a bit of a
difficult time. However, entering August, centre forwards Lee Kun-
hee and Heo Yool began to find goal-scoring form.

Gwangju reaped the rewards and got the kind of results they would have
wanted in September. Prime examples would be the Round 29 match
against Ulsan and the Round 30 match against FC Seoul. In both games,
Gwangju set themselves up in a defensive 4-4-2 formation, which was
designed to press from the front. They pressed high to interfere with
their opponent’s build-up rather than sitting back.

Daegu FC had three wins and a draw in September, and this served
as a springboard for them to advance to Final A. One thing to note is
that this was done without the services of talisman Cesinha through
injury. Brazilian forward Barcelos had been a big help throughout as
he provided a Cesinha-less Daegu with an option out wide, relishing
one-on-one situations on the flanks.

Barcelos’ impressive displays reignited the chemistry between
Edgar and Go Jae-hyeon. Edgar and Go occupied and exploited the
space left by a defender who had gone to close down Barcelos out
wide. Daegu did well tactically as a group, too. They often created
situations where their central midfielders could run forward. Daegu
were able to make it to Final A thanks to their results in September.

Gwangju gained points through effective game management in September

Notable
Gwangju Stats
R25-31

Possession

59.7-

Goals Scored

131st

Goals Conceded

4 12tn

& 2002

DAEGL
=

Notable
Daegu Stats
R25-31

Goals Conceded

511th

Ground Duels)

59 Tst

Blocks

151


https://youtu.be/HSsdwIg7oWs

OVERVIEW

The End of Long Journey,

Back-to-Back Titles for

Ulsan and Relegation for

Suwon Bluewings ==X

L@)
The 2023 K League 1 season entered the Final Round in mid-October. -

Sixth-placed Jeonbuk and seventh-placed FC Seoul met at a fork Notable
Suwon FC Stats

in the road in the final game of the regular season, and ended up R33-38

heading in different directions. Jeonbuk beat Seoul 2-0 and snatched
the last place in the Final A Group. Goals Conceded
The league leaders Ulsan confirmed their championship in Round 1 3

35 with a win over Daegu FC. Despite their dominance earlier in Tst
the campaign, they found things a bit less straightforward in the

second half of the season due to various reasons including the Tackles
summer departure of Park Yong-woo. Because of that, Ulsan had a 40 11
disappointing time from August to October, picking up just three wins
out of 11 games. However, Ulsan got the job done and successfully Interceptions
defended their title. They were champions who managed to find a 1 08 10
way through when points were needed. th
Extremely poor performances in the second half of the season saw

Suwon FC drop to 11th place. The last nine games of the season were

particularly disappointing with four draws and five defeats. Suwon’s

problem was their defence. Despite efforts to improve things, such

as changing formation and personnel, they could not find a solution.

Furthermore, throughout the season, their goalkeepers struggled to

find form and neither Park Bae-jong nor No Dong-geon were able to

secure a permanent place in goal when a chance was given to them.

Suwon FC conceded 76 goals this season, the most in K League

history having shipped two more than Sangju Sangmu (currently

Gimcheon) in 2012. Sangju actually forfeited matches in what was a

44-round league format that season.

Suwon Samsung Bluewings suffered automatic relegation

after finishing bottom of the table. At the end of September, the

appointment of Yeom Ki-hun brought Suwon a glimmer of hope

but was not enough to avoid falling through the trap door. The most

decisive game was the very last one of the season, in Round 38 against

Gangwon FC. Suwon were unable to combat Gangwon's wide play, with

a lack of stability in midfield that was affected by the suspension of

Lee Jong-sung. As a result, Suwon had to settle for a goalless draw at

home and faced their first-ever relegation. Thus, Suwon FC’s record

really stands out. Nevertheless, Suwon FC, who laughed last, laughed

loudest after a rollercoaster Promotion-Relegation Playoff with Busan

IPark thanks to explosive attacking play.
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OVERVIEW

Beginning to Establish
the ‘Tiger Kingdom’

Looking Back at the 2023 Season with Ulsan
manager Hong Myung-bo

Ulsan Hyundai clinched back-to-back K League 1 titles in 2022 and 2023 and it
seems like we’re now heading into the era of the ‘Tiger Kingdom’. We hear from
the mastermind behind this great achievement, manager Hong Myung-bo. What
did the Ulsan boss think of the 2023 season? What concerns does he have in
terms of preparation for 2024? The Technical Report is full of tactical stories.

Compared to the 2022 Ulsan, what has
changed in the team this year?

“We used a back three in some games
this season. There was no significant
change in the foundation of our tactical
stance between the two seasons, but
establishing a new tactic was the dif-
ference. Our defensive shape changed
occasionally this season. It was a mod-
ified back three against Jeonbuk and a
conventional back three when we took
on Pohang.

When out of possession, you preferred
to use a 4-4-2. Do you think this is the
best fit for Ulsan’s attacking philoso-
phy?

“Yes, | think so. If you play a back three
you will end up having longer distances
to run, not to mention that people get the
impression that your football is defen-
sive. | found a back four the most com-
fortable system for us and it has been
the best fitting system for us.”

I’'ve brought a heatmap that shows the
area of the pitch where each team won
the ball back this season. This is how it
looks for Ulsan.

“We took the ball back high up the pitch.
| guess teams like Daegu would have a
red area [higher intensity] further back.
Two years ago we began to win the ball

18

back further up and we've tried to main-
tain our pressing shape no matter where
we play, whether that be at home or
away. Other teams tend to sit back away
from home, but we kept it consistent and
pressed no matter where we were.”

What’s interesting about Ulsan’s squad
is that it is the oldest in K League 1 with
an average age of 29.1.

“That is because we have a lot of expe-
rienced players who play their part. Of
course, we feel the need to improve in
that regard moving forward.”

Ulsan ranked first in a lot of different
indexes; first in possession rate, first
in possession in the attacking third and
midfield area, and second in the defen-
sive third. This shows that Ulsan kept
possession regardless of where the
players were on the field this season.

“Possession, that's what we have been
in pursuit of since | came to Ulsan. That

is how we were able to control games.
Of course, there have been setbacks as
well. Sometimes we seemed to want to
create the perfect chance when we just
needed to power through and have a
shot, and became too obsessed with cre-
ating the chance. But that gradually im-
proved at the end of the Final A Round.”

Ulsan scored more goals (39) in the
second half of games than in the first
half (24). Do you think this has any
meaning? How do you see this?

“Yes, it has meaning. There were a cou-
ple of games where we were trailing
after going a goal behind. So, we had to
push even harder in the second half and
find a way to score no matter what. We
put ourselves in a situation where we
desperately needed to keep attacking to
win. So those kinds of situations are per-
haps behind these statistical figures.”

Ulsan scored eight goals from outside
of the box this season. Do you think this
is a fair reflection or not?

“Well, | think it’s a bit low. But compared
to other teams, | don’t think our figure
was particularly an underachievement
either. (Interviewer: Is it less common to
see shots from distance in modern foot-
ball?) | think so because modern football
emphasises using the half-spaces.”

How worried you were when holding
midfielder Park Yong-woo departed
from Ulsan this summer. Afterwards,
you experimented with other players
tasked with taking over Park’s role.

“We have a few players who can play in
Park Yong-woo’s position, for example,
Kim Min-hyeok, Lee Chung-yong, Lee
Dong-gyeong, Lee Gyu-sung, and Kim
Sung-joon. But they are different in how
they play because Park is the kind of a
player who does all the dirty work. So,
when | asked them to play in a similar
way, they had difficulty adapting. As time
went on, it became better and better, but
never to a level | was satisfied with. In
the way | like my teams to play football,
the role of defensive midfielder is cru-
cial. We can play more aggressive foot-
ball with a player like Park Yong-woo so
we need that kind of midfielder.”

During pre-season, | heard that Ulsan
were working on an attacking shape
with a back three, but | don’t think it
was implemented that much during the
season.

“Well, our players are still used to play-
ing in a back four. When we switched to
a back three, | got the feeling that the
players didn’t really want to be set up
that way. In a back three, defenders need
to move differently, which is difficult and
requires practice. | can’t get the players
to stand in that shape without practice.
It took a month of practice just planning
for one game.”

When taking on Pohang this season,
Ulsan’s shape was a classic back three.
What made you change the formation
for a clash with Pohang?

“Back then, we were suffering from a
dip in form while Pohang had been in
fine form. | remember that Pohang had
been unbeaten for ten games with five
wins and five draws, but we'd won three,
drawn three, and lost four. So, | thought
we would have a smaller chance of
winning if we stuck with our regular for-
mation. As a result, | decided to change
a bit. The game ended level in the end,
but that one point we picked up was
very precious. It probably was the most
important game as we were heading
towards the end of the season at a time
when the result only mattered.”

A combination of Martin Adam and Joo
Min-kyu was brought into use in the
second half of matches when looking to
turn things around. How do you assess
the combination as Ulsan’s Plan B?

“We used them together in the second
half as starting them together wouldn’t
have been as effective with the opposi-
tion not tired yet. However, my honest
thought is that this combination would
not be “the best” option for the second
half either. | don't mind so much if the
other team is able to predict our tactical
changes because do that as well. Most
will have a bit of an idea of which players
will be introduced and when. Neverthe-
less, | think our substitutes did a great
job when they were brought on.”

Ulsan had a Plan A and a Plan B. Will
there be a Plan C or even Plan D next
season? Or will there be a new and up-
dated Plan A?

“Sure, our Plan A could change. We
are getting things ready step by step
in terms of defensive shape or the for-
mation in midfield. It's not complete
though.”

It must be difficult trying to prepare for
the 2024 season as there’ll be players
away on international duty for the 2023
AFC Qatar Asian Cup. Also, there’s the
knockout stages of the 2023/2024 AFC
Champions League in February.
“There’s an awful lot to think about. |
don’t know how many will be away, but
they won’t be able to have a proper rest.
What we do in pre-season and how we
spend pre-season depends on how
well-rested the players are and how
much time we have. But this time won't
be able to have a normal pre-season. |
will have to discuss how we get ready for
the new season with our fitness coach.”

Tactics are very important in modern
football perhaps more so when com-
pared to when you were a player. What
do tactics mean in football in the mod-
ern day?

“You can feel how much tactics have
evolved. But on the other hand, when |
played there was a lot of use of a conven-
tional back three with a libero-type play-
er but you don’t see a lot of that these
days. | believe we could improve by util-

ising that kind of system (Interviewer:
can a libero system fit modern football?)
Well, | believe there's a chance if we can
find a player who can play that role. So
we have to find a player like that first.”

What are the differences in tactics be-
tween the past and present?

“Tactics have become more intricate
compared to the past. Also, the player’s
understanding of football has improved.
In the past, | felt like there was more
emphasis on physicality over tactics,
but this has changed and games have
improved. (Interviewer: Was there a con-
cept of using the half-spaces?) | don’t
think there was much. Well, | am not
saying that that tactical idea never exist-
ed back then, but that term wasn’t com-
monly used or spoken. | remember we
were asked to move into that area [half-
space], but the tactical idea itself wasn't
as sophisticated as it is now.”

Then, as the use of the term ‘half spac-
es’ is very common, what does this area
mean in modern football?

“It is a very important area when attack-
ing as well as defending. For example,
we will have more chances of dragging
defenders out of position by attempting
to attack in that space. Once defenders
are out of position, there is space left.
That's it and everything begins from
there.”

Last question. Tactical battles between
the 12 managers made the 2023 K
League 1 season an interesting one. At
what sort of level would you rank their
ability compared to managers in other
countries?

“Each team has unique and distinctive
tactical features, and credit for that must
go to their managers. | think what we
have seen this season is different types
of tactics going up against each other,
and each team using a tactic that suited
them best with what they had at their
disposal. | don’t think there is a drop in
quality when compared to managers
overseas. Although there was a time
when the quality of games went down
due to scorching temperatures in sum-
mer, our games have reached a high
enough level of quality.”
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OVERVIEW

Chung Jung-yong’s
‘Tailored Management’

The 2023 season looked as though it was going to be difficult for
Gimcheon. The military side struggled in the early stage of the season,
and other teams were going strong. However, things started to change
once Chung Jung-yong took the reins. He made an impact, starting
from the players’ point of view, rather than himself. His efforts paid
dividends by clinching a surprising championship title on the last day
of the season. We caught up with Chung Jung-yong, the manager of the
2023 K League 2 champions Gimcheon Sangmu.
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“To be honest, title-wise, | didn’t think
it was going to be our year. Also, | nev-
er even imagined what happened with
Busan would happen. It was a shame
that we couldn’t celebrate our title much
together as the players had to do some
military training the day after. They had
to wake up early.”

“Well, most people predicted that Gim-
cheon would be the strongest side in K
League 2, but that’s not what | thought.
My honest thought when | first came to
the club was that the chances would be
slim. So, | set a more realistic goal, which
was to secure a place in the playoffs be-
cause there was such an imbalance in
the squad, and | was trying to focus on
what | could do.”
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“As a league, K League 2 is more
straightforward. But even so | thought
we could win games through build-up
play. So what | did first was move Kang
Hyun-muk around to different positions
in response to the number of midfield-
ers the opposition had. It wasn’t easy at
the start, but it gradually got better and
better, and it eventually led to some good
chemistry between Kang Hyun-muk and
Cho Young-wook. When Cho went on that
goal-scoring run, Kang’s contributions
had beenimmense.”

“Lee Young-jun was our main target man
but he’s still young. Cho Young-wook can
play in that position, but it's not his natu-
ral position. So | concluded that we need
to utilise the abundance of wingers that

we have in our squad. We tried to find a
way by playing them in inverted winger
roles. We focused on getting the best out
of them rather than forcing them to play
my football philosophy.”

“I think we had one or two weaknesses
as well this season. Moreover, players
had a bit of difficulty in terms of mental
strength. But all players who come to
Gimcheon have quality. So | thought what
| needed to do was help them develop
and be strong mentally. Gimcheon play-
ers were less motivated compared to
other teams. What | learnt from ten years
of working with the Korean Football As-
sociation, a manager should motivate
players in order for them to grow. Then
we can see what comes next.”

“I didn’t want to hear that Gimcheon

players don’t give 100% or they avoid
physical battles or they are not energetic
on the pitch. So | said to the boys that
professional footballers should always
give 100% no matter what and then you’ll
develop further and become a national
team player one day. On and off the pitch
every day, what | stressed most was how
important it is to be ready mentally. Once
players are mentally ready, then you can
instil in them the other aspects of their
game they need.”

“It wasn't easy, but we coped without him
as a team. We spent time trying to max-
imise what we're good at. For example,
playing Kim Hyeon-ug on the other side,
or capitalising on Lee Joon-suk’s speed,
or improving defensive cohesion. We
talked and helped each other, and that
boosted our confidence.”

“No matter where | was, my time with
Seoul ELand, or with the Korea U20
Team at the FIFA U20 World Cup, | am
quite confident with how we defend as a
team. | usually prepare the team’s de-
fensive shape together with the players
through talking and meetings. Gimcheon
had conceded more goals than they
should have. Also, | found that the play-
ers were not motivated or hungry enough
because of the nature of the military
team. But | think our defensive ability im-
proved in the second half of the season.
| kept telling the players that you need to
putin 100% even in training.”

“Gimcheon Sangmu are a team with a
unique system that | had never experi-
enced before. It isn't going to be easy. All
our players are going through their basic
military training, and our new recruits
will be going through it soon. So | think
we will be able to gather all together as a

team by February, which goes against us
a bit. In this situation, realistically it's dif-
ficult to form team cohesion. But on the
other hand, | can’t wait [to see how we do
in the top flight]. The attitude and the re-
action that | saw from the players in the
second half of the season left a strong
mark in my mind. Once we established
our style of play, we could maintain it
even with a new batch of players be-
cause all the players coming to this team
played in the K League before. | believe in
them. So how we do from March to May
could be vital because at that time our
team cohesion is expected to still be low
and we’ll have to find a way through.”

“Well, | can’t say until the players have
returned (laugh). Because that’s when
you can figure out the details about play-
ers like strengths and fitness. But one
thing | can be sure of is we cannot spend
time just defending. | don’'t want my team
to defend all the time. We'll look to see
as much of the ball as we can in the other
team’s half. (Interviewer: Isn’t it going to
be difficult against Ulsan or Gwangju?)
Of course, it is. Nevertheless, we have
to challenge ourselves and | believe we
have the potential to do so. We will focus
on getting the players on track to regain
their form and increase our team cohe-
sion as early as possible.”

“I think it has improved significantly.
Look at their salaries (laugh). | would
like to applaud them. But we still need
to study more and develop the best tac-
tics that work best in Korea. These days
we can keep up with the latest trends. |
think this is what led to K League’s boom
in popularity in 2023. K League 1 is the
best league in Asia, and there are many
Korean players in Europe. In this sort of
environment, players as well as manag-
ers can help and teach each other, and
there’s still the potential to grow even
further. Korean football will be better and
better.”

“Well, it's a great tactic when things

happen the way a manager predicts, but
it's not always the case. What | think is
important is to find the best system that
suits your players. Then it can be said
that you are a ‘good manager’. Through-
out my managerial career, |'ve spent
time in different roles with various teams
such as Korea youth national teams
working with young players, second di-
vision teams and now I'm working with
Gimcheon in what's a unique sort of sit-
uation. One thing I've felt that’s been in
common with all of themis that it is more
important to figure out what we can do
best rather than following the trends. So
| spend my time these days thinking what
combinations we should use to improve
our chances and what we need to do to
increase our team cohesion.”

“Tactics are very important in football,
but what is more important is an indi-
vidual's mental strength. Players with a
strong desire to prove themselves on the
pitch can produce better results. This is
fundamental for a team's success in a
combination of tactics and other things.”

“Former manager Kim Tae-wan told me
the other day that Gimcheon is a team
that comes with a lot of risk in terms of
team management and results. | want
that risk to be as small as possible. |
can’t say that the pool of players is bad,
they are all proven K League players. So
it's my priority to find the optimal system
that suits them best within our environ-
ment. Then, a tactic and other things will
naturally come together. It’s interesting
and I'm excited. | can’t wait to see how
things are going to unfold for us.”
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K LEAGUE 1

BEST
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Jo Hyeon-woo

13 clean sheets

Wanderson

7.09 average rating

Kim Young-gwon
940 Forward Passes in the Middle Third

Even we have lost count of how
many times Jo Hyeon-woo has
won the Best Goalkeeper Award. It
feels like the award is exclusively
reserved for him. But even if you're
bored of Jo winning it, there’s not a
lot that can be done. No other goal-
keeper outperformed him this sea-
son, keeping the most clean sheets
with 13.

An attack-minded defender who
made Pohang more dangerous.
He obtained the second-highest
average rating among all K League
1 full backs. He showed off his at-
tacking instincts through speed and
crossing. His contributions in terms
of attacking statistics were a bit
low, but there was no better player
than Wanderson in this position this
season.

He recorded the most forward
passes in the middle third of the
pitch among all K League 1 players
with 940. This shows how important
he was for Ulsan this season, serv-
ing as the starting point for Ulsan’s
build-up play.
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Alex Grant

169 interceptions

Seol Young-woo
24 shots attempted

Um Won-sang
Highest speed of 36.25km/h

Lee Soon-min
134 forward passes in the defensive third

He was excellent at interceptions
and recorded the second-most
among all K League 1 centre backs.
Grant was brilliant in a number of
aspects of his games and shone the
brightest when it came to the fun-
damentals of being a defender.

A fast-developing full back who can
play on both sides. In particular, this
year saw him develop his attacking
ability by scoring three goals from
the most shots on target by a full
back with nine.

Currently one of the fastest players
in K League 1 with a top speed of
36.25km/h. One particular highlight
was, with unstoppable speed, Um
Won-sang breezing past Jeonbuk’s
defence before finding the back of
the net. He is one of manager Hong
Myung-bo’s most valued resources.

He was categorised here as a mid-
fielder, but he played as a midfield-
er as well as a defender this sea-
son. He has grown into a player who
can influence all areas across the
pitch under the guidance of manag-
er Lee Jung-hyo. His passing ability
is excellent, too. He delivered the
most forward passes in the defen-
sive third of the pitch among all K
League 1 midfielders.
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Oberdan

15 interceptions in the attacking third

Gerso Fernandes
32 successful dribbles

Joo Min-kyu
14.88 X6

Zeca
39 key passes

The Steelers struck gold this season
with Oberdan. The Brazilian shone
the most, even when doing the ba-
sics. He kept on running and running
and made himself a nuisance to
opponents. He proved his quality in
the K League with the most inter-
ceptions in the attacking third (15)
among all K League players.

A tip of the spear for Incheon and
the best dribbler in K League 1.
Gerso Fernandes dribbled past de-
fenders 32 times, which is the most
in K League 1 this season. There
was a big gap between himself and
the second ranked for successful
dribbles, Lee Hyee-gyun (23).

What more can you say? He has
been the top goal scorerin K
League 1 for three consecutive
seasons. That is, he is the best K
League striker of the 2020s so far.
His finishing ability blossomed even
more after he moved to Ulsan. No
one could stop him in front of the
goal.

Zeca was outstanding when it came
to link-up play. He made 39 key
passes, which is the most among
all K League 1 forwards. The text-
book example of being a selfless
striker, he put pressure on the op-
position from the frontline.
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K LEAGUE 2

BEST
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Koo Sang-min
3,240 minutes played

Kim Dong-jin
24 shots

Lee Sang-min
93.5% passing success rate

Busan IPark’s guardian. Above all
else, he was consistent. He was the
only player in K League 2 to play the
full 90 in every game of the 2023
season to clock up 3,240 minutes.
Thanks to his performances, Busan
IPark were able to dream of winning
promotion right up until the end.

One of K League 2's leading at-
tack-minded fullbacks with 27
shots attempted. This figure was
the most among all fullbacks in
the division, as too were the five
goals that he scored. He proved his
value by significantly increasing his
contributions defensively as well as
from an attacking perspective.

The last commander for Gimcheon
left an astounding record of a
93.5% passing success rate. This
figure was the highest among all K
League 2 centre backs and serves
as strong evidence that his ability
brought composure to Gimcheon's
back line.

o
[I'

o
[I'

Lee Han-do
158 aerial duels won

Choi Jun

7.33 average rating

Kim Jin-gyu

196 forward passes in the attacking third

Valdivia
28 goal contributions

The ‘ruler of the skies’. Busan IPark
defender Lee Han-do won 158 ae-
rial duels this season. This record
was unrivalled within his own team
with Cho Wi-je in second recording
139. He appears irreplaceable at
Busan and became one of the best
centre backs in K League 2.

Choi Jun made Busan’s defence
more diverse. He obtained the
highest average rating among all
K League 2 full backs with the sec-
ond-highest number of goal contri-
butions with two goals and five as-
sists. Still developing as a defender,
Choi has high levels of speed and
stamina.

The conductor of Gimcheon Sang-
mu. He delivered 196 forward
passes 196 in the attacking third of
the pitch, and was first in that re-
gard among all K League 2 players,
despite playing just 2,248 minutes
in total. He played a huge part for
Gimcheon this season.

Is any explanation needed for
Valdivia's place? His number of goal
contributions tells its own story
as he made the most (28) among
all players in K League 1 and 2. He
was his teammates’ favourite op-
tion to pass to and was expected to
do something magical - which he
usually did. He probably is one of
the most memorable players in the
history of K League 2.
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Won Du-jae
2,401 passes

Mo Jae-hyeon
50% conversion rate for shots on target

Jorge Teixeira
63 shots inside the box

Luis Mina
16 goals

Won Du-jae played just behind an-
other Best Xl player, his Gimcheon
teammate Kim Jin-gyu where he
brought composure to the team.
He made a total of 2,401 passes
which was the highest among all
K League 2 players, and 400 more
than Bucheon FC 1995's Kazuki
Takahashi.

A key player in Gyeongnam’s at-
tacking style of football. He boasted
the highest shots-on-target con-
version rates among all K League 2
wingers. Despite not being a centre
forward, he managed to lad 12
shots on target, 6 of which went in.
This meant that when Mo Jae-hy-
eon got a shot on target there was a
50% chance of it being a goal.

A reason why Chungbuk Cheongju
was able to enjoy a solid first sea-
son in K League was the presence
of Jorge. He was key to the team’s
counterattack and showed great
tactical understanding. He also
contributed to the team defensively
when Chungbuk Cheongju had to
park the bus.

The man who led Gimpo’s miracu-
lous run to the playoffs. Luis Mina
won the K League 2 golden boot this
season with 16 goals scored. His
team usually played quite defensive
football in a back three, and so had
to be clinical when chances fell to
them. This was a difficult task but
Luis stepped up and finished them.
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RESULTS RESULTS

K League 1 K League 2
Votes Weighted Score ) Votes Weighted Score .
Award Club Name VELELES Captains  Journalists Managers Captains  Journalists Final Score Award Club Name Managers Captains  Journalists Managers Captains  Journalists Final Score
Pohang K.Gidong 1 5 17 2.50 12.50 5.91 20.91 Gimpo K.Jeongwoon 3 3 42 6.92 6.92 16.63 30.48
Gwangju L.Junghyo 1 1 59 2.50 2.50 20.52 25.52 Busan P.Jinsub 1 6 24 2.31 13.85 9.50 25.66
ST Incheon  J.Sunghwan 1 2 3 2.50 5.00 1.04 8.54 A CLETLE Bucheon  L.Youngmin 3 4 7 6.92 9.23 2.77 18.93
of the Season Ulsan e 9 4 36 22.50 10.00 12.52 45.02 of the Season Gimcheon  C.Jungyong 6 0 28 13.85 0.00 11.09 24.94
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 [A1] 100.00
VIEE K.Younggwon 6 4 55 15.00 10.00 19.13 4413 Jeonnam Valdivia 6 10 52 13.85 23.08 20.59 57.52
MVP Gwangju A.Youngkyu 0 0 8 0.00 0.00 2.78 2.78 MVP Gimcheon W.Dujae 3 1 35 6.92 2.31 13.86 23.09
Pohang Zeca 4 7 41 10.00 17.50 14.26 41.76 Busan L.Hando 1 2 11 2.31 4.62 4.36 11.28
of the Season Dagjeon Tiago 2 1 11 5.00 2.50 3.83 11.33 ofthe Season  cyyghuk cheongiu  Jorge 3 0 3 6.92 0.00 1.19 8.11
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
Suwon K.Joochan 3 1 15 7.50 2.50 5.22 15.22 Gimcheon K.Minjun 2 2 [} 4.62 4.62 2.38 11.61
Pohang L.Hojae 2 2 22 5.00 5.00 7.65 17.65 Bucheon A.Jaejoon 9 7 80 20.77 16.15 31.68 68.61
LU LT S JHoyean 2 6 43 5.00 15.00 14.96 34.96 VL AT Gimpo  C.Seonggwon 0 1 4 0.00 2.31 1.58 3.89
of the Season Daegu H.Jaewon 5 3 35 12.50 7.50 12.17 32.17 of the Season Busan C.Wijae 2 3 1 4.62 6.92 4.36 15.89
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
Gwangju K.Kyeongmin 0 2 16 0.00 5.00 5.57 10.57 Gyeongnam G.Dongmin 1 2 8 2.3 4.62 3.17 10.09
Daejeon L.Changgeun 1 2 31 2.50 5.00 10.78 18.28 Busan K.Sangmin 9 6 38 20.77 13.85 15.05 49.66
Best GK Ulsan J.Hyunwoo 9 8 62 22.50 20.00 21.57 64.07 Best GK Gimpo P.Cheonghyo 2 4 32 4.62 9.23 12.67 26.52
Pohang H.Injae 2 0 6 5.00 0.00 2.09 7.09 Gimcheon S.Songhun 1 1 23 2.31 2.31 A 13.72
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
Jeonbuk K.Jinsu [} 1 32 15.00 2.50 11.13 28.63 Anyang K.Dongjin 4 8 19 9.23 18.46 7.52 35.22
Best DF Pohang Wanderson 6 7 47 15.00 17.50 16.35 48.85 Best DF Gimcheon P.Mingyu 4 2 45 9.23 4.62 17.82 31.67
Gwangju L.Mingi 0 2 21 0.00 5.00 7.30 12.30 Gyeongnam P.Minseo 4 3 21 9.23 6.92 8.32 24.47
(Left back) ey H.Chul 0 2 15 0.00 5.00 5.22 10.22 (Left back) Busen  EJeoimsen 1 0 16 2.31 0.00 6.34 8.64
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
Pohang Grant 3 6 41 3.75 7.50 YAK] 18.38 Gimcheon K.Jaewoo 1 1 23 1.15 1.15 4.55 6.86
Ulsan K.Keehee 0 8 15 0.00 3.75 2.61 6.36 Gimpo K.Taehan 1 2 18 195 2.31 3.56 7.03
Ulsan K.Younggwon 10 7 76 12.50 8.75 13.22 34.47 Bucheon Nilson 3 3 41 3.46 3.46 8.12 15.04
Gangwon K.Youngbin 0 1 2 0.00 1.25 0.35 1.60 Gimcheon L.Sangmin 7 2 28 8.08 2.31 5.54 15.93
il Ty 5 T 0 1 1 0.00 1.25 0.17 1.42 SEilils Busan L Hando 9 10 58 10.38 11.54 11.49 33.41
(Centre back) ol P 4 1 41 5.00 1.25 7.13 13.38 (Centre backl  (yyngbuk Cheongiu L. Hansaim 1 2 9 1.15 231 1.78 5.24
Gwangju A.Youngkyu 2 1 33 2.50 1.25 5.74 9.49 Seongnam J.Sungwook 0 3 3 0.00 3.46 0.59 4.06
Gwangju Timo 5 4 21 6.25 5.00 3.65 14.90 Busan [AVIEE 4 3 22 4.62 3.46 4.36 12.43
Total 24 24 230 30 30 [A1] 100.00 Total 26 26 202 30 30 40 100.00
Gwangju D.Hyeonseok 2 6 31 5.00 15.00 10.78 30.78 Chungbuk Cheongju  K.Myungsun 2 2 3 4.62 4.62 1.19 10.42
Best DF Pohang P.Seungwook 2 1 8 5.00 2.50 1.04 8.54 Best DF Gimpo P.Kwangil 1 2 18 2.31 4.62 YAK] 14.05
. Ulsan S.Youngwoo 8 5 77 20.00 12.50 26.78 59.28 . Anyang J.Hyunwoo 2 3 20 4.62 6.92 7.92 19.46
(Right back) Jeonbuk  AHyeonbeom 0 0 4 0.00 0.00 1.39 1.39 (Right back) Busan C.Jun 8 6 60 18.46 13.85 23.76 56.07
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
S N.Sangho 4 4 48 10.00 10.00 16.70 36.70 Busan K.Jeonghwan 0 2 13 0.00 4.62 5.15 9.76
Ulsan Ludwigson 2 ] 16 5.00 0.00 5.5/ 10.57 Gimcheon K.Jingyu 10 9 69 23.08 20.77 27.33 71.17
Best MF Pohang  B.Sungdong 0 4 12 0.00 10.00 417 14.17 Best MF Gimpo S.Jaemin ) 0 7 4.62 0.00 Zhi 7.39
(Left midfielder] [ Gerso 6 4 39 15.00 10.00 13.57 38.57 (Left midfielder) o nopukCheongiu  Peter 1 2 12 2.31 4.62 4.75 11.68
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
Pohang G.Youngjun 3 2 43 3.75 2.50 7.48 13.73 Gimpo K.Yiseok 3 0 10 3.46 0.00 1.98 5.44
Incheon K.Dohyeok 1 0 14 1.25 0.00 2.43 3.68 Chungnam Asan P.Sejik 1 2 6 1.15 2.31 1.19 4.65
Ulsan K.Minhyeok 0 1 6 0.00 1.25 1.04 2.29 Jeonnam Valdivia 8 (N 74 9.23 12.69 14.65 36.58
Jeonbuk P.Seungho 4 3 22 5.00 3.75 3.83 12.58 Seoul E Bruno 0 0 2 0.00 0.00 0.40 0.40
SEill? Pohang Oberdan 8 8 49 10.00 10.00 8.52 28.52 Ll Gyeongnam  S.Hongmin 0 3 1 0.00 3.46 AL 5.64
(Centre midfielder) ¢, 00rc vagitgaram 2 0 7 2.50 0.00 1.22 3.72 (Centre midfielder) G\ fcon w.Dujae 9 9 78 10.38 10.38 1545 3621
Gwangju L.Soonmin 5 5 73 6.25 WA 12.70 25.20 Busan L.Minhyeok 1 0 17 1.15 0.00 3.37 4.52
Ulsan L.Chungyong 1 5 16 1.25 6.25 2.78 10.28 Chungbuk Cheongju  J.Hyeokjin 4 1 4 4.62 1.15 0.79 6.56
Total 24 24 230 30 30 40 100.00 Total 26 26 202 30 30 40 100.00
Pohang K.Seungdae 3 6 27 7.50 15.00 9.39 31.89 Ansan K.Beomsu 0 1 9 0.00 2.31 3.56 5.87
Daejeon K.Ingyun 2 2 10 5.00 5.00 3.48 13.48 Gyeongnam M.Jaehyeon 8 5 40 18.46 11.54 15.84 45.84
_ BestMF Gwangju Asani 5 2 14 12.50 5.00 4.87 22.37 _ BestMF Anyang Yago 4 5 21 9.23 11.54 8.32 29.09
(Right midfielder) Ulsan U.Wonsang 2 2 64 5.00 5.00 22.26 Bl (Right midfielder)  joonnam Pllana 1 2 31 2.31 4.62 12.28 19.20
Total 12 12 115 30 30 40 100.00 Total 13 13 101 30 30 40 100.00
Daegu G.Jaehyeon 0 1 1 0.00 1.25 0.17 1.42 Gimcheon K.Hyunmuk 0 1 9 0.00 1.15 1.78 2.94
Daegu Edgar 1 1 1 1.25 1.25 0.17 2.67 Gyeongnam Gleyson 0 0 8 0.00 0.00 1.58 1.58
Incheon Hernandes 2 1 3 2.50 1.25 0.52 4.27 Busan Lamas 1 1 23 ) 1.15 4.55 6.86
Jeju Yuri Jonathan 0 ] 2 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.35 Gimpo Luis 10 9 69 11.54 10.38 13.66 BSR60)
Best FW SuwonFC L.Seungwoo 1 1 7 1.25 1.25 1.22 3.72 Best FW Cheonan Mota 0 0 1 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.20
Pohang Zeca 9 9 X] 11.25 11.25 10.96 33.46 Bucheon A.Jaejoon 4 7 42 4.62 8.08 8.32 21.01
Ulsan J.Minkyu 6 10 96 7.50 12.50 16.70 36.70 Gyeongnam W.Kijong 1 3 6 1.15 3.46 1.19 5.80
PEE Tiago 5 1 57 6.25 1.25 9.91 17.41 Chungbuk Cheongju Jorge 10 5 [A 11.54 577 8.71 26.02
Total 24 24 230 30 30 40 100.00 Total 26 26 202 30 30 40 100.00
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TALKING POINTS

TOPIC 1

Final A Teams with
aClearand FirmPlan A

A common theme found among the Final A teams this season is
that they all established a clear and firm Plan A. Throughout the
season, teams that developed a distinct style with tactical con-
sistency performed well and picked up good results. All teams in
Final A except for Jeonbuk who experienced managerial changes
showed that they were moving in the direction they had intended.
Top teams in K League 1 usually have a firm Plan A, while others
at the bottom end tend to use an array of different tactics. This is
because bottom-end teams are forced to change things constant-
ly if their Plan A was no longer working. However, despite this
being factored in, this year’s top teams showed a higher degree
of sticking to Plan A. As already mentioned, all teams in Final A
except for Jeonbuk maintained their own approach, without some
degree of change to the tactics.

For Ulsan and Pohang, they occasionally made some tweaks to
their primary tactics depending on the opposition, but they main-
tained their original game plan. Hong Myung-bo’s Ulsan prepared
a tactical change with a back three for a more defensive approach.
This modification was only put into use when they took on Jeon-
buk and Pohang. Other than that, a 4-2-3-1 had been their prima-
ry formation.

Gwangju FC kept a clear framework of playing a passing brand
of football. Although there was a change in formation game by
game, their philosophy of keeping possession was never lost.
Also, the change in formation was more like a means of maxi-
mising their strengths, rather than responding to the opponent’s
tactics. Throughout the season Gwangju successfully managed to
retain their principle of dominating matches regardless of forma-
tion.

Incheon United played a style of football that was similar to 2022
within Jo Sung-hwan’s back three-based-tactic. Their style re-
mained largely unchanged aside from a switch of formations,
between a 3-4-3 and a 3-5-2. Incheon were clinical, playing with
clear and simple goals in attack and defence.

Finally, Daegu FC once again became a team that showed the
most consistent pattern of using their own Plan A among all
teams. Daegu under manager Choi Won-kwon sat even deeper
than ever. Daegu’s possession rate of 35.1% this season was the
lowest in K League 1 since 2015. The Sky Blues formed a deep
defensive shape with an emphasis on counterattacking whoever
they played against. Their stubbornness for their own Plan A en-
abled them to make it to Final A Group in the end.

1

Ulsan 4-2-3-1 Hong Myung-bo
2 Pohang 4-4-2 Kim Gi-dong
3 Gwangju 4-4-2 Lee Jung-hyo
4 Jeonbuk 4-4-2, 3-4-3 Kim Sang-sik - Kim Do-heon — Dan Petrescu
5 Incheon 3-4-3, 3-5-2 Jo Sung-hwan
6 Daegu 3-4-3 Choi Won-kwon
7 Seoul 4-3-3, 4-4-2, 3-4-3 An lk-soo - Kim Jin-kyu
8 Daejeon 3-5-2, 4-4-2 Lee Min-sung
9 Jeju 3-4-3, 4-4-2 Nam Ki-il = Jung Jo-gook
10 Gangwon 3-4-3, 4-4-2 Choi Yong-soo - Yoon Jong-hwan
1 Suwon FC 4-2-3-1, 3-4-3 Kim Do-kyun
12 Suwon 4-2-3-1, 3-4-3, 4-3-3 Lee Byung-geun - Choi Sung-yong — Kim Byung-soo — Yeom Ki-hun

Formations and K League 1 managers this season
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TOPIC 2

Emergence of Man-Marking
Systems in K League 2

Two teams in K League 2 used a strict man-marking system
this season, Busan IPark and Chungbuk Cheongju. Usually, a
man-marking system is interchangeably used with zonal marking
because it can be risky to only follow the opponents without pro-
tecting the space.

However, Busan and Chungbuk Cheongju stuck to a man-mark-
ing system throughout the season and performed better than
expected. Busan finished the runner-up in the regular season,
while Chungbuk Cheongju finished eighth despite them being the
newly established K League team. They also have another thing
in common in that they were located in the upper end of the table
in terms of the fewest goals conceded with Busan second, and
Chungbuk Cheongju fifth.

The man-marking systems for the two teams started with two key
principles. First, they were not restricted by zonal marking but
focused on keeping track of the opposition’s attacking players. All
players moved to their designated man. Secondly, they retained
one more defender at the back, and one fewer attacker up front so
that they could secure more stability in defence. This mechanism
is based on the fundamentals of a man-marking system.

Busan IPark applied a strong press based on their man-mark-

ing system. The key was the channelling defending executed
by a striker, which is a form of defending whereby the opposing
attacker is lured out towards the flank. Busan could overcome
having a man fewer upfront by boxing the attacking side in on the
flank. Because of the pressure from the side, the centre back
of the attacking team couldn’t send the ball to the other centre
back. In this way, Busan started to develop a press based on their
man-marking system.

Meanwhile, the way Chungbuk Cheonju utilised a man-mark-
ing system was different. They left one of the opposition’s cen-
tre backs unmarked and, instead, they implemented very tight
man-marking on the other players, while the last defender with
the ball was free but with limited options available for the ball to
be passed. This did not prove to be as effective as Busan's meth-

od, but it provided Chungbuk Cheongju with a resolute defence.

Busan and Chungbuk Cheonju got the results they wanted based on a man-marking system this season.
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https://youtu.be/9Ci2HGK3db8

TALKING POINTS

TOPIC 3

Tactical Diversification of

Central Midfielders

Central midfielders are
required to have a wide
range of skills and qualities.
Usually, each position on the
field requires a specific set
of attributes. For instance,
good height for centre backs,
and speed for wingers.
However, the skillsets of a
central midfielder can be
diverse depending on their
ability. This season, their
diversity became more
distinctive in K League 1 and
2. In other words, how central
midfielders were put into
use became more diverse in
various tactics.

An Option for Stability,
Pohang Midfielder Oberdan

Pohang Steelers added a bit of extra stability through Oberdan’s
movement and cover as box-to-box midfielder. Pohang is a team
that likes to have plenty of players forward in a 4-4-2 formation by
instructing their full-backs to play high, alongside four players in
the attacking line. Thus, they often have six players up front.

Oberdan really shone as a box-to-box midfielder. Part of his
mission was to provide support to the front line. But having six
players up front led to more space in midfield, but the Brazilian
did a great job to minimise the risk through his movement and
tackling ability. He was the only outfield player who earned a full
ninety minutes in every game up until Round 33. This just shows

how important he was to Pohang’s success.

>

Pohang made the best use of Oberdan to cover space in midfield.

fi A Hybrid of Midfielder and Striker

&9/ Kim Yi-seok
There are different types of box-to-box midfielders. Gimpo FC’s
Kim Yi-seok, for example, who used him as one of the main goal-
scoring routes. Gimpo were usually set up in a 3-4-1-2 formation
with two strikers tending to drop deep to receive the ball. Every
time they became outnumbered, they tended to drop deep or to
shift the side to break down the defence.

Instead, midfielder Kim Yi-seok moved forward into the space
left by the two strikers coming to receive the ball. Kim, along with
the two wingbacks, would then quickly attempt to penetrate the
defence; this was the key to their attacking strategy this season.
It was difficult to defend against as this swapping of positions was
executed swiftly.

Kim Yi-seok scored four goals this season as a result of his ability
to break into the box or show off his attack instinct from distance.
He was Gimpo’s second-top scorer after Luis Mina who got 16
goals and was a solid attacking option.

>

Box-to-box midfielder Kim Yi-seok was actively involved with Gimpo's frontline.

E@:’ Aggressive Use of Central Midfielders

“®Y” SuwonFC

Suwon FC wanted their midfielders to be attacking. What stands
out the most is how they started to utilise Lee Seung-woo in the
summer. From July to August, Suwon FC played Lee centrally
in the midfield of a 4-3-3 and were able to pick up a 2-0 win over
Suwon Bluewings in Round 25 and a 2-1 win over Gangwon in
Round 27.

The advantages of playing Lee centrally can be summarised in
three parts. First, he was able to receive the ball without being
under pressure. Secondly, he was able to pick the ball up while
facing toward goal. Thirdly, Suwon were able to capitalise on his
pace by getting him to run in behind. Suwon FC seemed to enjoy
having Lee play between midfield and attack and picked up some
good results along the way.

It was interesting how Suwon FC utilised central midfielder Lee
Young-jae as well. The midfielder, standing on the left of three ina
4-3-3, offered a lot down that side thanks to his passing accuracy.
He also contributed by supplying a target man in the box by going
back and forth between the left and centre. By the end of the
season there was a strong connection again between Lee and Kim

Hyun.

>

Suwon FC utilised central midfielders in an attacking way
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ANALYSIS

GOAL SCORING

Atendency of low-scoring matches in K League 1 has become something of a trend.

Thisyear’s K League 1 saw a total of 567 goals scored in 228 games. This figure is only four goals fewer than
the record setin 2021 and the second-lowest season in the last eight years.

There has been a low goal-scoring trend in K League 1 over the last three years.
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Will the low-scoring trend
continuein KLeague 1?

There has been a bit of a low-scoring
trend in K League 1 since the 2021 sea-
son. Between 2016 and 2020 the goals
per game figure had never dropped below
2.6 goals on average. However, the recent
three seasons haven't been able to reach
that figure. This season saw the sec-
ond-lowest goals scored after 2021 in the
last eight years.

This trend can be explained by two factors.
First, defensive cohesion has become
more solid in 2023. Absolute xG for this
season has significantly dropped com-
pared to last season, with 547.7 xG from
607.8. In other words, this means there
was a decrease of fifty goal chances in the
space of ayear.

Here comes another point to look at -
the number of shots made. There was
no significant difference in that indicator
between this season’s 11.5 per game and
11.4 for the last season. However, the
difference becomes more apparent when
looking at the xG between the two sea-
sons. It means that there were more shots
attempted this season from less danger-

620
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Goal Scoring Trends from 2016 to 2023 @ Total Goals () Goals Per Game
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ous places on the pitch than last season.
Secondly, teams at the bottom end of the
table did not score the number of goals
they were expected to. This season saw
two teams with the most goals scored
since 2021 when Jeonbuk scored 71. UL-
san Hyundai and FC Seoul both scored 63.
However, Suwon Bluewings and Gangwon
FC scored 35 and 30 goals respectively,
which is below a goal per game on aver-
age. In particular, Gangwon FC, with only
30 goals, registered the joint-lowest goals
per game average (0.79) since Sangmu
Sangmu in 2012. Three more teams have
equalled Gangwon in that regard since
2012: Gyeongnam FC in 2014, Busan IPark
in 2015, and Seongnam FC in 2019. They
all scored 30 goals in 38 games.

A New Phenomenon Caused by
Increase of Stoppage Time

One of the notable features of the K League
in 2023 is the significant increase in goals
scored in stoppage time of the second half.
There were five to 10 goals more than the
previous two seasons (48 in 2021 and 53 in
2022), and this accounts for a 1% increase

2022 2023 0-15 15-30

69
15
12.2%

in the proportion of total goals.

This appears to be related to an increase
in stoppage time. The Actual Play Time
(APT) in K League 1 rose to 36 minutes
and 29 seconds in 2023 from 35 min-
utes and 10 seconds in 2022, which is
a one-minute and 20-second increase.
The increase in APT eventually led to an
increase in goals scored in stoppage time
of the second half as concentration levels
usually drop towards the end of the game.
On the other hand, goals scored in the
second half decreased to only 287. This
is the first time that the figure dropped
below 300 since 2016. The League hadn't
seen figures drop below 300 in the last
eightyears.

This decrease may suggest that concen-
tration levels among K League 1 teams
have improved. In particular, consistency
in defensive cohesion has significantly in-
creased, while there was a decrease in oc-
casions where defensive shape collapsed.
This may be due to an improvement in
tactics and physicality overall. It was also
down to brilliant performances from de-
fensive midfielders such as Oberdan, Lee
Soon-min, Nana Boateng, and Kim Do-hy-

107
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| |
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Goals scored by minutes for 2023 K League 1
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ANALYSIS

Goals Scored Expected

Team (Exc. Own Goals)  Goals (xG)
Ulsan 62 56.7 (-5.3)
Seoul 61 52.6 (-8.4)
Daejeon 55 40.5 (-14.5)
Pohang 53 51.0 (-2.0)
Gwangju 46 39.6 (-6.4)
Incheon 45 47.0 (+2.0)
Jeonbuk 44 49.5 (+5.5)
Suwon FC TAA 45.3 (+1.3)
Jeju 42 46.4 (+4.4)
Daegu 42 43.5 (+1.5)
Suwon 34 37.6 (+3.6)
Gangwon 28 38.0 (+10.0)
Finishing,

A Decisive Factors for Goals

One feature found in goal-scoring records
is that teams at the top end were more
clinical finishers, but not so much at the
other end. A team’s ability to convert a
chance proved to be the difference in K
League 1 thisyear.

Ateam that scored more than what the xG
indicator predicted is Daejeon Hana Citi-
zen. This season Daejeon scored 55 goals
from an xG of 40.5, 15 goals more than
expected. Looking back on the last two
seasons, there’s been no better team than
Daejeon in terms of clinical finishing.

The figure for FC Seoul is interesting, too.
Seoul in 2022 scored 43 goals out of the
lowest xG of 50.8 among the 12 K League 1
teams. This record was the second-lowest
after relegated side Seongnam FC. Al-
though FC Seoul in 2022 set a record-high
possession record since 2015 with 61.9%,
they were also the team that scored the
second-fewest goals.

However, the 2023 season saw them turn
things around. They were the second-best
in terms of finishing in the league, scoring
8.5 goals more than their xG value through
prolific forwards Na Sang-ho and Willyan
Barbosa. Na Sangho scored 12 goals and
became the third-top goal scorer in the
league among the firstamong all wingers.
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Meanwhile, Gangwon had the league’s
worst finishing record. Their xG value (38.0)
was similar to Gwangju (39.6) and Suwon
Bluewings (37.6), but their actual goals
scored didn’t go near 30 goals as Galego,
Gabriel, and Yang Hyun-jun failed to con-
vert chances they were expected to. Among
them, Galego was the least successful,
scoring only two from an xG of 5.4.

Joo Min-kyu Climbed
to the Top, Tlago Better than
Expected

Joo Min-kyu once again became the win-
ner of the K League 1 Golden Boot. But he
won it by the skin of his teeth this year by
beating Tiago through goals per minute
after the two ended the season on 17. Joo
has now finished as the K League 1 top
scorer for three years in a row.

A keyword for his success would be ‘con-
centration’. In the 2022 season with Jeju
United, Joo Min-kyu helped his team by
holding the ball up. He used to drop deep
to get involved in the build-up in a 3-4-
3 formation to form a 3-4-1-2, helping to
add numbers in midfield.

However, in 2023 his focus was further
forward. While he continued to get in-
volved in the hold-up play, he did not
spend much time in midfield and instead
battled with defenders.

Ulsan Hyundai made the most of his abil-
ity. The striker moved fluidly from being
deep to between the lines. While dragging
defenders into deep areas, he occasional-
ly dropped in to receive the ball. Once he
did so, the pacey Um Won-sang was ready
torunin behind into the space.

When Joo was paired with Martin Adam
up front, he took a supporting role by
staying in the space around the Hungarian
international, who was tasked with the
long balls. In this role, Joo either took the
second ball or attempted to confuse the
defenders. When Qazaishvili was played
up front, Joo also played a role in the link-
up, and created chances for the Georgian

Player Goals XG XGOT Attsegf;ed 5?;’:;3”
Joo Min-kyu 17 14.9 (-2.1) 14.9 69 35
Tiago 17 10.4 (-6.6) 11.7 7 28
Zeca 12 11.4 (-0.4) 12.1 73 29
Na Sang-ho 12 8.7 (-3.3) 7.06 79 24
Valeri Qazaishvili 11 9.4 (-1.6) 10.5 81 35
Lee Seung-woo 10 11.3 (+1.3) 1.1 80 34
Yuri Jonathan 10 9.6 (-0.4) 9.2 58 24
Edgar 9 8.5 (-0.5) 8.1 72 32
Go Jae-hyeon 9 8.4 (-0.6) 8.8 64 22
Lars 9 5.9 (-3.1) 4.2 48 16

international.

Tiago was excellent, too. His perfor-
mances can be viewed from two points of
view. First, he scored the most goals per
xG among all players in K League 1. The
Brazilian scored 6.5 goals more than the
value, and he is two goals ahead of his
teammate Kim In-gyun, who is the second
in that indicator (-4.6). That is, Tiago was
the most effective forward in the league.
We need to consider xGOT values to anal-
yse his performances. xGOT is an indica-
tor that shows the probability that a shot
on target leads to a goal, and is deter-
mined by the xG value and the goalmouth

location. In other words, this indicator
suggests how probable a shot attempt is
toend up as a goal.

This xGOT indicator is a great yardstick
to compare a forward's performances if
taken into consideration with xG. We can
conclude that if what is likely to be a good
shot is attempted from a location where
the likelihood of it being a goal is slim,
the xGOT is high with a low xG. This sea-
son Tiago has the highest value of xGOT-
xG among the top ten goalscorers. That
means that he attempted shots in low xG
situations. Tiago was at the centre of Dae-
jeon’s stellar season back in the top flight.
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ANALYSIS

SET PLAYS

The 2023 K League 1 season saw 143 goals scored from set plays.

This is ten more than last season’s 133 and the most in the last three seasons.

This year, set-play tactics have diversified more, which can be understood as an effort
to keep up with modern football trends.
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Jeju United is the team that scored the
most goals from set pieces this season. Of
the 43 goals Jeju scored, 16 of them were
from set pieces which is the most out of
any K League team including the second
division.

The most impressive point to look at is
the corner kicks which produced 11 out of
the 16 goals. Jeju United often had their
corner kicks taken by Reis. The Brazilian
midfielder has excellent accuracy and
created goal-scoring opportunities by
sending the ball to a target man near the
far post.

Suwon Bluewings’ figures draw atten-
tion. Suwon Bluewings have the highest
proportion of goals scored being from set
pieces in the K League, with 14 from a
total of 35 which is close to half (40%). In
fact, Suwon was the team that scored the
most goals from corner kicks last sea-
son in K League 1 as well. They rank high
again in this category.

Goals from Set
Team : Percentage
Pieces

Jeju 16 37.2%

Gwangju 15 31.9%

Suwon 14 40.0%

Seoul 14 22.2%

Utsan 13 20.6%

Suwon FC 12 27_3%

Daegu 11 26.2%

Jeonbuk 11 24.4%

Pohang 11 20.8%

Incheon 1 0 21 _7%

Daejeon 10 17.9%

Gangwon 6 20_00/0

K League 1teams ranked by goals scored from
set pieces [free kicks and corners)

4> Jeju United
I/ Reis more accurate than

~" anyoneelse

A key player for Jeju United’s set piece
tactics is Reis. He took corners from both
sides and delivered the ball to individual
players specifically rather than just whip-
ping it in because they had tall players like
Yuri Jonathan, Lim Chai-min, and Song
Ju-hun. In most cases, his delivery was
sent to a target man at a high height level
with power. When hitting an in-swinger,
he aimed for the far post because it would
be difficult for a goalkeeper to deal with
the ball and there were fewer defenders
there. Sometimes, a corner kick was
played short. In this case, he hit the ball
into the box firmly after a one-two with a

teammate.

Ulsan Hyundai

Details in zonal
marking, success behind
conceding the fewest
goal from corners

Ulsan boasted the most convincing fig-
ures in defensive indicators. They conced-
ed from a corner just once, which came

from Oh Ban-suk in Round 37 against
Incheon. The key to this can be found in
Ulsan’s defensive positioning. The Horan-
gi used a mixture of man-marking and
zonal marking when defending corner
kicks. Four to five players were placed in
front of the goalkeeper in a zonal system.
If a ball was sent inwards the defenders
moved into the six-yard box to deal with it.
When the opposite happened, defenders
moved outside the six-yard box to deal
with the cross which then led to the ball as
it was easier to cope with the ball’s trajec-
tory this way.

Gwangju FC
Diverse and Innovative
&%~ Set Piece Tactics

Gwangju attempted very diverse set piece
tactics and one of the most interesting
ones was a corner kick pattern executed
in October. During this period, none of
Gwangju's players stayed inside the box
for corner kicks. Instead, they remained
outside and ran into the box when the ball
was played. Through this tactic, they were
able to outnumber the defending team at
the far post because the defending teams
had to stand inside the six-yard box in a
zonal marking system. Although this did
not result in any goals, it is worth a look
from a tactical point of view.
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ANALYSIS

COUNTERATTACK

The 2023 K League season saw an overall decrease in the speed of attacks compared to the 2022 season, with a
fallin Average Direct Speed from all 12 teams in K League 1. In particular, the decrease is noticeable among the
teams who performed well in this regard last year. Last season, the top three teams Suwon FC, Daegu FC, and
Gangwon FC recorded above 14.9 m/s, however, the best figure this season was only 14.4 m/s, set by Daegu FC.
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One interesting record this season is that
there was no significant change in the
average passes per sequence with the de-
cline in Average Direct Speed compared
to last season. This year’s figure was 3.94,
which is very similar to 3.89 from 2022.
This result means that there is a reduc-
tion in speed when moving forward, while
overall connectivity remains similar.

In other words, this suggests that teams
took a less aggressive approach to the
games this season. Overall, K League 1
teams had the higher number of passes
recorded in defence and midfield areas,
with a decline in the attacking area of the
pitch. This statement indicates that teams
tended to stay low in possession.

13.16

m/s

Bk

12.64 12.59
m/s m/s m/s

Daegu Gangwon Daejeon Jeonbuk SuwonFC Suwon Incheon  Pohang

©e

B Gangwon FC

Gangwon’s strength was that they had an
abundance of fast and attacking players.
They bolstered their squad with the ad-
ditions of Gabriel and Welinton this sum-
mer to complement the existing players
such as Kim Dae-won, Lee Jung-hyeop,
and Galego. They are all regarded as fast
and agile. Since the appointment of Yoon
Jong-hwan, Gangwon lined up with a
back four and were a team that was able
to counterattack regardless of formation.
Their strengths were simultaneous bursts
forward with equal space distribution
among the players. The counterattack
was key to their turnaround.

12.55

m/s

Average direct speed and number of passes per sequence
*Average direct speed is calculated based on the length of straight line distance towards the opponent’s goal.

%E Daejeon Hana Citizen

Daejeon would aim at space left down the
flanks when counterattacking. This came
from their defensive form. They set them-
selves up in a 5-4-1 or 5-3-2 formation.
The key is that five players in the attacking
area pushed opposition players to the side
by standing in a narrow line. The attacking
teams tended to have their wingers or
wingbacks high up the pitch. This played
into Daejeon’s hands who exploited the
space behind and went on to counterattack
once they regained possession. This sea-
son Daejeon had players suitable for that
tactic such as Kim In-gyun, Jeon Byung-
kwan, and Shin Sang-eun.

Jeju Seoul Gwangju Ulsan
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ANALYSIS

Z2» Daegu FC
M The team with the most
~ix=£22 iconic style of football,
Daegu FC

Daegu FC are a team that has an iconic
style of football in K League 1. But since
the appointment of Choi Won-kwon,
they've tended to take a defensive ap-
proach. The change began in the second
half of the 2022 season and the team be-
came more defensive with Choi in charge.
Possession went down to 34.1% from 43%
in the first half of the 2022 season under

Alexandre Gama. Their game plan has

completely changed.
Year Team Possession(%])
2023 Daegu 35.1%
2022 Daegu 40.4%
2021 Daegu 42.5%

2022 Gangwon 42.6%
2023 Gangwon 43.3%

Lowest Possession in K League 1 since 2015

Sprints

in Attacking

Situations
Daegu  Go Jae-hyeon 691
Gangwon Kim Dae-won 542
Seoul Na Sang-ho 499
Incheon Gerso 496
Jeju Reis 493

Most Sprints in Attacking Situations
in 2023 K League 1

Sprints

Player in Defending
Situations

Daegu Hwang Jae-won 561

Seoul Kim Ju-sung 522
Pohang Oberdan 503
Daejeon Anton 502
Daegu  Go Jae-hyeon 489

Most Sprints in Defending Situations
in 2023 K League 1
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Extreme Defensive
Approachin Data

Daegu’s defensive approach continued
in the 2023 season. They only recorded
35.1% possession on average, which was
the lowest for any team since 2015 and
5% lower than the previous figure (40.4%),
also set by Daegu in 2022.

Sprints is another indicator that sums
up Daegu’s approach. Go Jae-hyeon be-
came the player with the most sprints in K
League 1 with 691. He attempted to make
the most in a team that is very much spe-
cialised in counterattacking. He was also
aggressive from the front when Daegu
were in possession.

It was also a Daegu player who attempted
the most sprints in defending situations.
That is wingback Hwang Jae-won. With
Daegu’s tactical approach, both wing-
backs were required to make runs. Both
wide midfielders in Daegu’s 5-4-1 for-
mation stood narrowly, which left a lot of
space for the wingbacks to cover. Daegu
spent most of the time out of possession,
and in turn, this resulted in an increase
in the number of sprints made by the
wingbacks. Hwang made 561 sprints in
defending situations.

Daegu’s
Counterattacking Pattern

Daegu’s counterattack was more danger-
ous this season. Their defensive tenden-
cies became clearer and their counterat-
tacking style became much more defined.
This tactical cohesion helped when they
were without the services of Cesinha.
They picked up a lot of points in Septem-
ber and October even when Cesinha was
out injured.

Striker Edgar was at the centre of Daegu’s
counterattack. When a teammate picked
the ball up in the defensive third of the
pitch, Edgar got ready to recieve it with the
wide midfielders and wingbacks joining
the attack as quickly as possible. The key
here is that both a winger and a wingback
would run forward together so that they
would outnumber the defending team in
wide areas. Edgar played a pivotal role in
this by providing the link-up.

Daegu’s use of the flanks continued re-
gardless of where Edgar was positioned.
If the Brazilian was moving toward the
side then the opposite flank was exploited
as the defending team would be dragged
out of shape when following Edgar. Daegu
players looked to break forward aggres-
sively, regardless of their positions when
counterattacking. This is what led to Go
Jae-hyeon having the most sprints in at-
tacking situations.

>

Daegu’s main counterattacking pattern:
Edgar receives the ball in the middle with the both
wingers making quick runs forward.

When Edgar moved out to the side,
the other side was exploited.
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https://youtu.be/DX6gkYFLPwU
https://youtu.be/hQHKs7p6km4

ANALYSIS

PRESSING

The PPDA (Passes allowed Per Defensive Action) value range among the K League 1 teams this season was

much more varied compared to last year. In 2022, Champions Ulsan were the only side that had a PPDA value of
below 8.0, but this year the PPDAs of the top four teams ranged from 7.8 to 9. Meanwhile, the PPDAs of defensive-
minded teams suggest that they tended to sit back deeper. The two teams that ranked the lowest in PPDA,
Incheon and Daegu, both recorded a worse PPDA value than the lowest-ranked team in this regard in 2022,
Suwon FC (11.26). In spite of this, it is interesting that both teams made it into the Final A Group.
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Team PPDA

Utsan 7.81
Jeonbuk 7.90
Pohang 7.91
Daejeon 7.92

Jeju 8.35

Seoul 9.03
Gwangju 9.18
Suwon 9.93

Suwon FC 9.97
Gangwon 10.59
Incheon 12.14

Daegu 13.59

The results of pressing intensity measured by
PPDA (Passes allowed Per Defensive Action)

Iy Jeonbuk Hyundai

Teams that tend to have more posses-
sion end up with a higher score in PPDA
because the index is calculated by the
number of passes the opponent makes
against them. So, if the absolute number
of passes the opponent makes is low, then
it is probable that a high PPDA could be
obtained.

However, Jeonbuk were second in this
year's PPDA scores although they had as
much possession as the mid-table sides -
50.5% of possession (6th) and 7.90 PPDA
(2nd). This means that Jeonbuk allowed
the opponent to be in possession as much
as they wanted in the defending half of
the pitch than any other team. Jeonbuk
tended to put pressure on the opponent’s
frontline. Specifically, the two strikers and
midfielders did what they could to disrupt
the opposition’s build-up play.

ﬁ Jeju United

One of Jeju’s strengths is that they were
capable of playing with a back three or
a back four. Since the appointment of
Jung Jo-gook as interim manager, they
switched to a back four from Nam Ki-il's
back three.

Jeju’s midfielders had a clear division of
roles when applying pressure. Set up in a
5-4-1 (or 3-4-3) formation, they put pres-
sure on opponents in order for them to
move to the side. Two central midfielders
aligned vertically and moved close to the
ball to protect the back three by pressing
the opponents, while the wingers closed
down their direct opponents. In a 4-4-2
formation, midfielders blocked the middle
of the park by going narrow.
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https://youtu.be/-9F5CT_-qvM
https://youtu.be/pbkGErqM1pw

ANALYSIS
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Defensive tendencies
based on data

FC Seoul was the most active team in K
League this year with the highest average
total distance ran (118.3km) and the fifth-
most for sprints (216.6). FC Seoul ran the
most in 2022 too with 119.4km.

Another team that draws attention is Po-
hang Steelers. They had the highest num-
ber of sprints (228.5) with an average total
run distance of 115.5km, which ranks
them 6th in this regard. This means that
their movement was more intense.

When out of possession, Pohang’s de-
fenders were aggressive in trying to win
the ball back. This came down to their
tactics of mixing zonal marking with
man-marking. They utilised zonal mark-
ing in a 4-4-2 formation but within that,
individual players would also go man-to-
man.

This resulted in leaving some space for
the opponents to exploit, but they tried
to cover it through quick reactions and a
quick press. In other words, this was pos-
sible through a mixture of zonal marking

Total Distance

Team Ran(km] Sprints
Seoul 118.3 216.6
Gwangju 117.8 205.6
Incheon 116.8 204.7
Gangwon 116.7 222
Daejeon 116.5 225.2
Pohang 115.5 228.5
Suwon FC 115.2 192.9
Jeju 115.0 216.8
Daegu 114.5 200.2
Suwon 114.4 190.2
Ulsan 114.1 191.9
Jeonbuk 110.8 203.3

Average total distance ran and number of
sprintsin 2023 K League 1

and a man-marking and of effective in-
volvement. With all this, Pohang posted a
notable number of sprints.

>

Gwangju FC'’s stats are worth a look, too.
Although they were second in terms of the
average total distance ran, they were only
sixth in the number of sprints. This means
that they were the opposite of Pohang
even though the Steelers and Gwangju
finished second and third in the table this
season.

The reasons behind Gwangju’s perfor-
mances in this area can be summarised in
two parts. First, Gwangju played posses-
sion-based football with a distinct shape
in terms of positioning. The foundation of
their football is to occupy ‘good space’.
Thus, Gwangju players were not required
to make sprints as they attempted to win
possession through positioning.

The second reason is their defensive tac-
tic. Gwangju had a more distinctive zonal
marking system than any other team.
They tried to secure a man advantage in
the area around the ball with zonal mark-
ing in tight spaces. Their key pattern was
to push the opponents away from goal
and restrict the number of options. In this
situation, there were very few moments
that an individual player was able to make
asprint.
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https://youtu.be/hiucGTwsODU
https://youtu.be/EYLaRoImoYA

ANALYSIS

BUILD UP

Statistics from this season show that there’s been more emphasis on build-up play than in the past. While

the number of passes per sequence remains similar, the average straight-line distance a pass has travelled
has decreased. This suggests that a tendency of forward movement has diminished with a similar level of
connectivity overall. Pohang Steelers are the team with the biggest change in this regard as they have seen
anincrease in the number of passes per sequence and average straight-line distance travelled. This season,
they put more focus on build-up play through the acquisitions of Oberdan, Kim Jong-woo, and Han Chan-hee,
not to mention link-up with forward Zeca. The Steelers recorded the fourth most possession in K League 1 this
season with 54.9%.
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Suwon FC recorded the highest average
straight-line passing travel distance.
Their build-up play had two features. One
was to make the best use of both wings.
Central midfielders stepped up to support
the wingers with the ball high up the pitch.
Their use of a target man is the second.
When a long ball was played into the tar-
get man striker, other players around him
quickly moved and Suwon gained a man
advantage.

Ulsan Hyundai

Ulsan played possession-based football
with high intensity. They recorded the
highest possession and the highest num-
ber of passes per sequence. Their play
can be characterised by a clear division of
roles as a team with versatile players like
Joo Min-kyu, Gustav Ludwigson, Valeri
Qazaishvili, and Ataru Esaka. It was a
clear pattern that whoever dragged the
defence line deep, the space left around
the box was quickly exploited by others.

S‘Eﬂ%[ FC Seoul

Y

FC Seoul had some degree of freedom in
their attacking shape. They also used a
mixture of a back three and back four after
Kim Jin-kyu took over as interim manager.
Two phrases for the capital team are ‘or-
ganic system’, and ‘getting number in the
box’. In the middle of the park, they moved
the ball forward by being well-organised,
with discipline and tried to put as many
players as possible inside the box once
they got into the final third. For example,
fullbacks and midfielders didn’t hesitate to

make runs to occupy better space.

Low connectivity High connectivity

More forward movement =i More forward movement
2 a3
SR,
JEDNBUK
43 ()
ﬂ:
%fé

Low connectivity High connectivity

Less forward movement Less forward movement
25 3 3.5 4 4.5 5

Build-up play indicator in K League 1

Aaverage passes per sequence
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https://youtu.be/DNm0D1eEoew
https://youtu.be/nCvCiSq66HM
https://youtu.be/FaYhWZf5mZU

ANALYSIS

Doo Hyeon-seok
with the highest xT value
(Expected Threat)

Expected Threat (xT) shows how influ-
ential a player is in contributing to their
team’s attack. The more involved with at-
tacking activity, the higher the value.

In K League 1in 2023, Gwangju FC’s Doo
Hyeon-seok came out on top with a value
of 4.79. He surpassed Ulsan’s Kim Tae-
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hwan who had been first for the last three
years to become the most influential play-
erin KLeague 1.

What stands out most is his statistics in
proportion to the club’s as a whole. Let’s
compare them to Ulsan. The xT values at
Ulsan were widely shared by several play-
ers, those being Kim Young-gwon, Seol
Young-woo, and Lee Chung-yong who are
ranked from second to fourth. That means
they all made similar contributions to the

team’s performances.

However, at Gwangju, Doo Hyeon-seok
contributed to most of the team’s expect-
ed threat stats with a score of 4.79 out of
37.59, which accounts for 13%. There is
a significant difference in comparison to
the second-highest in the team, Lee Hee-
gyun. Doo’s contributions were almost 1.5
times that of Lee’s (3.07).

Reason Behind Highest xT,
Versatility

Doo Hyeon-seok’s biggest strength is his
versatility as he can play in various posi-
tions such as full back, wingback, winger,
or anywhere in midfield. Under manager
Lee Jung-hyo, he started to play as a full
back.

Gwangju’s style of play is all about oc-
cupying space. Whenever there is good
space, whoever finds it first needs to se-
cure that space and that’s at the core of
‘Jung-hyo Ball'. There is no clear distinc-
tion between the attackers and defenders,
all players need to attack and defend
together. In this idea, Doo has been well-
drilled in Gwangju’s tactics since 2022.
Doo Hyeon-seok has an excellent under-
standing of space. When ‘good space’ was
created, he was often the first to move into
it and receive the ball. He is comfortable
on the ball whenever or wherever he re-
ceives it. This is a result of his experience
of playing in different positions.

A prime example of his ability in this area
would be Round 7 against Daegu FC.
Gwangju were moving forward towards

the back four and Doo Hyeon-seok was
playing as right full back. Once the ball
was played to the left, right midfielder
Jung Ho-yeon moved out wide.

At this moment, Doo Hyeon-seok was
about to cover the space left by Jung’s
movement and became free as the de-
fenders were dragged out to Jung. This
was how Gwangju created good space and
Doo was able to play a pivotal role in the

link-up play in midfield.

But it doesn’t end here. Once Doo Hy-
eon-seok played the ball forward, he at-
tempted to run into the box to continue the
attack and give his team a man advantage.
As a result, he could benefit from crosses
being played in by Gwangju’s right winger
Joo Young-jae. Doo displayed clever posi-
tioning from the start of the attack to the
end.
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https://youtu.be/vXke4Vctk9s

ANALYSIS

GOALKEEPING

Gwangju and Jeonbuk, who conceded the fewest goals this season, have another thing in common - the highest
number in the saving index. Both teams recorded the lowest conceding rates. In contrast, Suwon FC with the
most goals conceded, recorded the worst saving rate figures with 75 goals from an xGOT of 66.7, excluding own
goals. That means that their goalkeepers did not perform in line with what was expected of them.
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Team Saving Index

Gwangju +4_47

Jeonbuk +3_74

Jeju +2.04

Pohang -0.34

Incheon -0_38

Seoul -1_19

Daejeon -1 _54

Ulsan -1 _97

Gangwon -4_80

Daegu -5.60

Suwon -5_75

Suwon FC -8_25

Ranking of K League 1’s 12 teams by saving index.

‘Saving Index’ is a value that is obtained
by subtracting actual conceded goals
from the opponent’s xGOT, and xGOT rep-
resents the actual shots on target out of
their expected goals. Thus, we can calcu-
late how many saves a goalkeeper makes
if we subtract actual conceded goals from
xGOT.

Gwangju and Jeonbuk have another thing
in common - they played two goalkeepers
throughout the season with Kim Kyeo-
ng-min and Lee Jun for Gwangju, and Kim
Jeong-hoon and Jeong Min-ki for Jeon-
buk. Similarly, their second goalkeepers
played well. In particular, Jeonbuk’s re-
cord is outstanding as they had two keep-
ers ranked first and second in the saving

rate with 79.5% for Kim Jeong-hoon and
78.3% for Jeong Min-ki. Their conceding
rate with 133 saves this season was the
lowest since 2020.

Meanwhile, the league-wide saving index
has decreased significantly from +0.21
in the 2022 season to -1.63 this season.
However, the average saving rate remains
similar with only a 1% difference (68.1%
in 2022 and 67.1% in 2023). This indicates
that the number of saves changed little,
but goalkeepers conceded easier goals
than before.

The standard deviation for the Saving In-
dex is something to pay attention to. The
value in K League 1in 2023 was smaller
than in previous years, which suggests
that there was not much difference in
goalkeeper ability. Not many games were
determined by goalkeepers this season.
Last year, though, Incheon United were
the first to record a Saving Index value of
over seven but this year the best team in
this regard Gwangju didn’t surpass five.

Ulsan and FC Seoul -
Out of the Ordinary in Utilising
Goalkeepers

Ulsan Hyundai and FC Seoul recorded a
much better goal kick success rate than
any other team in the league. Both sides’
figures were at almost 80%. This means
that most of their goal kicks were suc-
cessful, and what makes their figures
more impressive is that the other teams
in the division only managed around 50%
success.

Team Success Rate

Ulsan 80.8%
Seoul 77.0%
Jeonbuk 70.1%
Suwon FC 66.9%
Gwangju 66.5%
Pohang 66.2%

Top six clubs by success rate of goal kicks
this season

The secret was short goal kicks. Most of
Ulsan and Seoul’s goal kicks were played
short, 35.1% for Ulsan and 37.1% for
Seoul. Even when under pressure near
the box, they showed their intentions to
play out from the back starting with the
goal kick.

The most impressive player is FC Seoul's
Baek Jong-bum. He recorded the most
short passes among all K League 1 goal-
keepers with an average of 8.84 per game.
He was also second in goal kick success
rate. This season, FC Seoul attempted to
play out from the back through Baek.

His biggest strength is his composure.
He's able to send the ball to teammates
and receive it inside the box even when
under pressure. He keeps the ball and
doesn’t panic. His kicking accuracy is also
good and can find teammates even when
sending the ball long. FC Seoul were able
to evade a team'’s press and exploit space
at the opposite end of the pitch through
Baek’s long passes forward.
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https://youtu.be/4wmjJCR8dlw
https://youtu.be/4wmjJCR8dlw

K League
1

GIMCHEON SANGMU
BUSAN IPARK
GIMPO FC
KLeague GYEONGNAM FC
2 BUCHEON FC 1995
FC ANYANG
JEONNAM DRAGONS

CHUNGBUK CHEONGJU FC
SEONGNAM FC
CHUNGNAM ASAN FC
SEOUL ELAND FC

ANSAN GREENERS
CHEONAN CITY FC

All records in this chapter were based on the results at the end of Round 38 for K

League 1 and Round 40 for K League 2. You can watch videos for the key features by

scanning the QR codes on the top.




ULSAN HYUNDAI

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [Of

SUMMARY

K League 1 champions for the second year in a row. Ulsan have embarked on a jour-
ney to establish their own kingdom. They overcame a mid-season crisis thanks to a
firm Plan A and contingent Plan B enabling them to be crowned kings.

Hong Myeongbo

Regular Season 23W 7D 8L 4-2-3-1

® *
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LUDWIGSON MINHYEOK WONSANG
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2023 23 Vi 8 JAE  GWON HEE  WO00

K League 66 28 20 HYEONWOO
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS

SUHUK 2 206 4 ]
HYEONWOO 36 3,558 38 13

98.0%::s0

KEEHEE 27 2471 0 0
YOUNGGWON 32 2,975 1 0
TAEHWAN 21 1,810 1 1
YOUNGWOO 32 2,811 3 4
MYUNGJAE 30 2,665 1] 5
JONGEUN 5 286 0 O 51 _8% 59_0% 57_4%
SIYOUNG 10 257 1 0 1st 1st 2nd
SEUNGHYUN 23 1,919 1 0
HYUNTAEK 30 690 1] 0
YUNGU 19 600 1 1
MINHYEOK 32 2,159 2 3
SUNGJOON 6 381 0 1 593 8'7_ 1 % 7_4
LUDWIGSON 27 1,769 6 3] 1st 2nd 4th
VAKO 35 2456 11 1
YONGWOO 19 1,528 1 2
BOJANIC 9 391 1] 1
ATARU 21 1446 3 3
WONSANG 28 1,930 4 4 Long (30m- ) (9%)
GYUSUNG 32 220 0 2 Medium (15m-30m) (34%)
JAEUK 2 8 0 0 Short ( -15m) (56%)
CHUNGYONG KIA 1,705 1 2
JAEHWAN 11 265 2 0
JIHYUN 5 163 0 0
MARTIN 30 1405 5 4
ILLOK 1 48 1} 0
DONGGYEONG 9 549 2 1
MINKYU 36 2621 17 2

i 0| B

1st 7bistn) 2
PLAYER STATS
7.8
1st
WONSANG 12 26 7.7
LEONARDO " 32 12.9
MARTIN 9 (K] 5.4
WONSANG 6 33 67
MARTIN 4 14 0 1 1 4. 1
LEONARDO 4 28 21 11th
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17.1

1st

191.9

11th

11070
13 10

(21%) (16%)
1 5[24%]

Outside PA 8(13%)

Disw 1 63
PK

Own goals Total

56.7 | 61.8 | 41.3 | 40.0

1st 1st 11th 7th

1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+

388(5nd)
Average no, of passes per SS 3.8(2nd)
8.0%(5th)

Shoot sequence (SS)

A ratio of SSs to total sequences

KEY FEATURES

1 Setupina4-2-3-1in possession with wingbacks high
and a clear division of duties among four players up-
front.

2 Active overlapping from both wingbacks with the
movement of wingers dragging opponents out of
shape.

3 The deployment of five to six players upfront with a
direct style of play.

4 Atendency to use two target men, Martin Adam and
Joo Min-kyu, for the second half with long balls played
into them.

5 Set up in a 4-4-2 out of possession, compact around
the ball, attempted to win the ball back through quick
and prompt pressing.

6 The option to switch to a 5-4-1 formation to provide
stability at the back

7 Issues defensively in central midfield when trying to
stifle the opposition.

‘ POHANG STEELERS

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 1

SUMMARY Regular Season 16W 16D 6L 4-2-3-1
The club that stood against the tide in 2023. They proved again that they could . . . o
achieve anything they wanted with excellent managerial ability and strong desire ./; 2 ) Bty
from the players. 3 ® @ @
Kim Gidong SUNGDONG YOUNGJUN SEUNGDAE
1972.01.12 OBERDAN  JUNHO
WANDER GRANT CHANG SEUNG
2023 16 16 é SON WOOK
K League 73 50 48 INJAE
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
INJAE 38 3,785 40 12
0 0
GRANT 32 3,063 54_9 /0[4th] 1 (19%)
YONGHWAN 10 439 9 7
KEONWOO 2 57

SEUNGWOOK 32 3,002
CHANYONG 26 1,892
SANGMIN 21 1,903
HYUNWOUNG 2 1"
CHANGRAE 29 2,524

46.2.

95.3.

96.3-

8th
YOUNGJUN 28 2,187
JONGWOO 20 1,340
JUNHO 25 1,151
KWANGHOON 22 1,155
OBERDAN 33 3,237 539 85.1. 7.4
MINHO 6 254 3rd 3rd
SEUNGMO 1 640
JAEHUN 13 289
CHANHEE 19 1,145
HYUNJE 2 159
SEUNGDAE 35 2,589 Long (30m- ) (12%)
INSUNG 35 1,655 Medium (15m-30m) (38%)
AT 2 72 Short (-15m) (50%)

SUNGDONG 26 1,763
WANDERSON 20 1,717
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JAEWOON 6 254
HOJAE 37 1,361
JAEHEE 7 406
ZECA 37 2611 12
YUNSANG 1 727 2
. X2
26.4
1t | 61011th) 1 K]
PLAYER STATS
7.9
3rd
ZECA 12 29 1.4
YOUNGJUN 8 27 6.0
HOJAE 8 17 6.5
SUNGDONG 8 31 103
ZECA Vi 39 27 1 1 5 [ 5
SEUNGDAE Vi K7A 55 6th

11?1‘“'

228.5

1st

(17%) 1 5(23%) (13%)

Outside PA 5[9%)

Toza | Oow 53
PK

Own goals Total

51.0 | 54.0 | 38.9 | 37.7

3rd 2nd 12th 10th

1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+

Shoot sequence (SS)

395(3rd)

Average no, of passes per SS 3.5(4th)

A ratio of SSs to total sequences

8.2%/(4th)

KEY FEATURES

1

Set up in a 4-2-4 formation in possession with four
players upfront standing compact and with wingbacks
high up.

A tendency for wingbacks to move forward, covered by
central midfielders providing different options in the
attacking third.

Creation of space through dynamic movement from
attacking players.

Use of width in the attacking third.

Set up in a 4-4-2 formation out of possession with
two forwards forming a block in the middle and
man-marking on the flanks.

An excellent division of duties between attackers and
midfielders when pressing high with two attackers
suppressing the build-up.

Team with the most goals conceded from outside the
box (13 out of 40 goals conceded).
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https://youtu.be/OQdb28w25TY

https://youtu.be/XIbkiC8GGIY

GWANGJU FC

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > i

SUMMARY Regular Season 16W 11D 11L 442
Lee Jung-hyo and his team made national headlines. Gwangju players grew at a o @
remarkable pace game by game, and all their achievements were the result of their o TG
efforts, not a miracle. 3 3
Lee Junghyo o SglonN ng‘:E m
1975. 07. 23 : JISUNG ASANI
8 (3]
MINGI  TIMO YOUNG HYEON
2023 16 11 1 KYU  SEOK
K League IA | 22 15 KYEONGMIN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
KYEONGMIN 26 2,526 22 12
JUN (K] 1,216 13 3 0 5
56.2 /0(2nd] (11%)
GYEONGJAE K] 40 1} 0 1 0 5
SEUNGWOO 5 346 0 0
HANGIL 29 1,619 3 0 (21%) 7 (11%)
HANBIN 12 43 1 0 (15%)
AARON 20 1,376 0 0
owoow 2 27 2 2 | 4914 57.5. 58.3
MINGI 28 2,243 1 1 2nd 1st
SANGGI 19 777 1} 0
EUDDEUM 2 23 0 0 Outside PA 1 9[40%]
TIMO 27 2,464 3 1
JISUNG 28 2,150 5 3
HUSEONG 9 9
¢ w00 | 495 871 6.4 Oco | M | 47
KANGHYUN 26 1,251 1 1 4th 9th PK Own goals Total
SOONMIN 35 3,088 1 2
HOYEON 34 3,070 2 4
HYEONSEOK 38 3,423 2 7
B 100 T2 0 39.6 | 441 | 42.8 | 395
SANDRO 12 9712 Ly i | (10%) 10th sth 9th 8th
WY 9 148 0 0 Medium (15m-30m) (38%)
. ® 29w 78 Short (-15m) (53%)
KUNHEE 26 Ly 5 0
HUIGYUN 34 2,291 2 1
JIHUN 12 460 0 0
YOUNGJAE 8 278 1 0
THOMAS 28 1,706 2 1 . . l l l
SEUNGUN 18 679 2 1 . -
Yoo 3 1763 3 3 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
Shoot sequence (SS) 403(2nd)
Average no, of passes per SS 4.1(1st)
A ratio of SSs to total sequences 9.0%(1st)
l E KEY FEATURES
27'0 1 The use of diverse tactical options in attack, and tacti-
7th 80[2th' 2 0 cal flexibility in response to the opponent’s shape.
2 Intentionally lured opponents in when in possession in
PLAYER STATS their own half.
9 - 2 1 3 - 6 3 The active switching of positions as a team in attack
AN 7th 11th while remaining in a consistent shape.

- v 2 o 4 Attempted to exploit the half-spaces in the final third.
e 5 27 6.2 5 Setupin a 4-4-2 formation out of possession and were
ECNLEE 5 9 3.1 excellent at managing defensive roles and the timing

of the press.
HYEONSEOK 7 44 195 1 1 7 8 2 0 5 6 6 Midfielders excellent at covering the space.
ASANI 4 36 160 = U 7 Vulnerable to counterattacks, exposure of space diag-
JISUNG 3 17 47 2nd 6th

60

onally.

y JEONBUK HYUNDAI

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 1

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [O]

SUMMARY Regular Season 16W 9D 13L 4-2-3-1
Jeonbuk proved their credentials in the end as one of the K League’s big clubs. Despite having
something of a turbulent campaign, they managed to earn a place in the AFC Champions League.
Jeonbuk will now look forward to next season, Dan Petrescu’s first full season in charge. GUSTAVO
! ) ) 127 @ 7]
SEONMIN  MINKYU KYOWON
Dan Petrescu
1967.12. 22 JINSEOP  SEUNGHO
JIN  JEONG TAE  HYEON
2023 8 10 HO WO0OK BEOM
K League 8 6 JEONGHOON
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
JEONGHOON 29 2,905 25 10
MINKI 9 898 10 4 0 7
16%
50.5%:ctn (16%)
JARYONG 23 1,993 0 0 9 8
MOONHWAN 11 938 0 1
JINSU 19 1,867 0 1 (21%) 1 1 (18%)
(24%)
JINSEOP 32 3,002 1 2
CHANGWOO 15 496 0 0
ween 0 o 2 1| 46,0 52,24 52.6w
YOUNGSUN 1 28 0 0 9th 6th 6th
WOOJAE 26 2,141 0 1
TAEWOOK 31 2,979 1 0 Outside PA 5[1 1%)
CHULSOON 19 965 0 1
PETRASEK 7 430 0 0
JEONGHO 22 1,660 0 O 467 | 82.5. 6.9 s 1o 45
SANGYOON 1 14 0 0 7th 7th 6th PK Own goals Total
GEONWOONG 1 692 0 0
JAEMOON 14 1,075 1 2
SEONGUNG 17 807 0 1
SEUNGHO 27 2,314 3 1 49 5 46 8 41 6 37 7
BOATENG K] 1,08 1 0 Long (30m-) (11%) 4th 5th 10th 9th
AMANO 25 1409 13 Medium (15m-30m) (36%)
JAEHYEOK 4 154 0 0 Short (-15m) [53%]
MINHYEOK 3] 168 0 0
SO0BIN 14 902 0 0
KYOWON 28 1,543 5 2
GUSTAVO 30 1,543 6 0
SEONMIN 34 1,957 6 1 . . l
JAEYONG 8 449 2 0 - — ||
MINKYU 30 209 7 3 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
ANDRELUIS 13 596 0 0
— 23 1219 0 2 Shoot sequence (SS) 358(9th)
JUNHO 8 294 0 1 Average no, of passes per SS 3.2(6th)
GUESUNG 12 972 5 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.6%(7th)
RAFA SILVA 25 1,411 8 1
. 2 KEY FEATURES
27 .4 1 Setupina 4-2-4formation with a tendency to play long
5th 68[7th] 3 1 balls from the back.
2 Central midfielders were influential during build-up
play, four players along the front with both full backs
PLAYER STATS 7 9 1 6 7 high.
u n 3 A pattern of playing the ball into the area between the
2nd 3rd opposition&s defence and midfield with a division of
MINKYU 7 17 48 roles between the frontline players.
GUSTAVO [ 19 7.9 4 The use of tactical variations in response to the oppo-
SEONMIN [ 15 4.3 sition under caretaker manager Kim Do-heon : asym-
metrical attacking and inverted full backs.
5 Set upin either a 4-4-2 or 4-5-1 with a tendency to
MINKYU
o & 61 1 1 0 8 203 3 have a higher defensive line.
AR 3 14 88 - - 6 Centre backs with strong physicality such as Jeong
KYOWON 2 15 40 12th 8th

Tae-wook and Park Jin-seop excelled in aerial duels.
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https://youtu.be/L9wwUly6EPE

https://youtu.be/lOd8RT-stgY

@ INCHEON UNITED

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [Of

SUMMARY Regular Season 14W 14D 10L | 3-4-3
They are no longer minnows fighting for survival. They are a club reborn and one that
can fight for a place in the top six. The pace of progression seen by young players has
been incredible.
GERSO  HERNANDES  BOSUB
Jo Sunghwan 5 d® 606 0 @
I3 GYUNG MYUNG DO  JUN
1970. 10. 16 HYUN  JOO HYEOK YUB
9 9 DELBRIDGE BANSUK  DONGMIN
2023 14 14 10
K League 107 81 95 DONGHEON
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
DONGHEON 24 2,415 26 8
SEONGJUN 5 496 4 2 7
TAEHUI ) 12 2 0 9
880 AR N 1e3)
YUNKOO 6 348 0 ] 9 4
HANJIN 18 1,585 1 0 (20%) 1 2 (9%)
GEONHUI 9 3352 0 0 (26%)
DONGMIN 27 2,631 1} 0
YEONSOO v 1,938 1} 0
JUNYUB 28 PRAL | 2 47-2% 45-0% 51 -0%
DELBRIDGE 25 2153 0 0 4th 10th 10th
JIHWAN 27 1,647 2 0 ) 1 1
BANSUK 27 2589 3 0 iRl (24%)
HYEONGJIN 1 101 1} 0
DONGYOON 28 1,434 0 1
DOHYEOK 32 2,308 1 K] 469 81 _8% 6_4 2 (11%) 1[2%] 46
SEHOON 1 14 ] ] 9th 9th 7th PK Own goals Total
HYUNSEO 1 25 1} 0
GYUNGHYUN 27 1,897 1} 1
JINHONG 2 81 1} 0
HYUNBIN 5 289 1} 0
JINHO 17 1526 1 3 Long (30m- ) (12%) AZho 42;9 45[:h0 41}26
REUM 2 86 (] ] - o
— 2% 1452 3 2 Medium (15m-30m) (33%)
DONGSU 3 250 0 0 Short (-15m) (55%)
MYUNGJOO 25 2,120 2 1
WOOJIN 5 349 1 1
DAEJUNG 6 111 1} 0
MINSEOK 18 535 2 0 I I I
BOSUB 33 2,100 3 4
MUGOSA 9 645 3 1 | = H .
SEUNGHO 9 559 1 0 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
SIW00 7 218 0 1
HERNANDES 33 2462 6 5 Shoot sequence (SS) 364(6th)
GERSO k7A 2,246 7 6 Average no, of passes per SS 3.0(7th)
SEONGHOON 18 987 6 ] A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.4%(8th)
SIHOO 12 473 2 1

271 l

[
0

6th 66(9th) 2

PLAYER STATS

GERSO 7 21 7.9
HERNANDES 6 16 5.7
SEONGHOON 6 1 3.9
GERSO 6 24 58
HERNANDES 5 24 Al
BOSUB 4 19 50
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12.1

11th

116.8

13.9«

9th

204.7

7th

KEY FEATURES

1 Setupin either a3-4-3 or 3-5-2 in possession depend-
ing on the opponent.

2 The creation of goal-scoring opportunities through
Kim Do-hyeok&s forward movement.

3 The use of width through wingbacks when in posses-
sion.

4 Pacey attacking players like Hernandes and Gerso
Fernandes deployed centrally go face opposition de-
fenders head-on.

5 Set up in either a 5-4-1 or 5-3-2 when out of posses-
sion with midfielders narrow to control the opponents
centrally.

6 Show man-marking proficiency in a back five with
clear awareness fo knowing when to man-mark and
stayin shape.

DAEGU FC

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 1

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > iE|

SUMMARY Regular Season 13W 14D 11L 3-5-2
It was a meaningful season that showed Daegu can achieve things without the ser-
vices of Cesinha. Daegu fought hard as a team and reached Final A. Elgm AERYEDN
Choi Wonkwon 5 5 @CESINHA®
6 @ BELTOLA  JINYONG o
1981.11. 08 CHUL JAEWON
$ ® 0 0
JINWOO JEONGUN JINHYUK
2023 13 14 1
K League 18 18 13 SEUNGHOON
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
SEUNGHOON 21 2,028 25 6
YOUNGEUN 18 1,717 18 7 0 8
19%
35.1%: )
KANGSAN 25 1,474 1 0
JINHYUK 38 3,597 1 1 7 5
WONW00 2 39 0 o0 (17%) 1 3‘31 %) (12%)
JNYONG 31 2056 0 1 °
SUNGWON 29 1,616 1 4
ARG 33 3,081 0 1 44- 0% 32- 1 % 44-7%
KEITA 26 1,325 2 0 12th 12th 12th
JEONGUN 33 3,207 0 1
CHUL 29 2,267 1 6 Outside PA 5[12%]
JAEWON 33 3,082 1 K]
JAEHYEON 37 3,283 9 1
HEESEUNG 9 9
) 9 0 0 325 77.1. 7.1 A O 42
SEJIN 33 1,71 1 1 12th 12th 5th PK Own goals Total
BELTOLA 11 897 1 0
CERATO 11 346 0 0
YONGRAE 29 1,317 0 1
YoUNGUN 9 238 0 0 435 | 42.0  43.2  34.4
BARCELOS 31 1917 5 1 Long (30m-) (16%) 8th 8th 8th 12th
EohCHU L 7 0 0 Medium (15m-30m) (32%)
CESINHA 23 2007 8 5 Short ( -15m) (52%)
EDGAR 34 2,809 9 K]
KEUNHO 32 986 2 1
JONGHUN 2 35 0 0
HEem_HBE I m
1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
Shoot sequence (SS) 359(8th)
Average no, of passes per SS 2.2(12th)
A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.9%I6th)
. " KEY FEATURES
26_8 1 Possession of the ball at the back during build-up play
9th 81 (1th) 1 2 and direct passing to the front line.
2 Central midfielders ran forward when the ball was
played into the final third.
PLAYER STATS 1 3 6 1 2 8 3 Utilised the individual play of Barcelos out wide.
" " 4 Setupina 5-4-1when out of possession with one for-
EDGAR 9 32 8.5 12th 12th ward dropping into midfield and a central midfielder
JAEHYEON 9 22 8.4 moving across.
CESINHA 8 2% 6.5 5 Adistinctive pattern when counterattacking: centre
: forward moved to receive the ball with linear move-
ment of wingers and wingbacks on both sides.
Gk 6 33 123 1 1 4 5 2 0 0 2 6 Active involvement from the opposite flank provided
CESINHA 5 57 145 " " more options when the centre forward moved out to
SUNGWON 4 13 48 9th 9th

the side when counterattacking.
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https://youtu.be/owh-H0Pe-PE
https://youtu.be/Z0AGlzvM_Gg

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 1

DAEJEON HANA CITIZEN

@ KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [Of

SUMMARY Regular Season 14W 13D 11L 4-1-4-1 SUMMARY Regular Season 12W 15D 11L 3-4-3
It was another disappointing season but at least their game plan was consistent. As a newly-promoted side to K League 1, Daejeon achieved more than just survival. They
They looked to be more dominant in 2023 and their style of play in 2024 is going to be 2 @ showed they were no pushovers and put up a good fight against the other teams. They also
interesting. 3 ILJUTCENKO nurtured a clinical marksman in Tiago to the point where he received national recognition.
o @ @ @ 4 LEANDRO  TIAGO INGYUN
Kim Jinkyu SQ’AG PALocsvms(E;%s V/LINL Lee Minsung e e o @
6
1985. 02. 16 e 3 o 1973. 06. 23 YOUNGJAESEJONG MASA HYUNSIK
SUNGYUENG
8 8 D 20 (3]
TAOKJU?NG os?m SgL SION YUMIN MINDUK
2023 4 4 2023 12 15 1
K League 4 4 3 JONGBUM K League 54 34 32 CHANGGEUN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
JONGBUM 26 2588 37 5 CHANGGEUN 38 3,782 58 7
CHULWON 1" 1,109 10 3
SUNGMIN 1 103 2 0 (1) 0 1 4 25%
55.9%ra) 1hox oo 13 1o 11| 50,400 z5%)
MINDUK ,
\j/::ux':g 388 336537 g ? 7 3 JIHOON 5 360 0 1 1 0 6
! (11%) (5%) HYUNWOO 26 2,035 0 1 (18%) (11%)
JINYA 29 1,973 0 1 1 5[24%] ’ (27%)
SEONGHOON 1 103 0 0 SLRNECRG L 3% 0 0
S00IL 36 2,942 1 3 JUNSOO0 15 581 1 0
SIYOUNG 15 687 1] 2 48.5% 56.3% 56.7% YOUNGJAE 23 1,835 0 0 46-7% 50-0% 51 l3°/n
TAESEOK 30 2374 0 1 3rd 3rd 3rd ANTON 33 3,027 1 1 bth 7th 9th
HANBEOM 18 1,650 0 1 JAESUK 25 2111 0 0
HYUNS00 14 421 0 O Outside PA 1 9[30%1 DONGWON 8 396 0 0 Outside PA 8[11.%]
VA 6 2420 4 HYUNSIK 29 2391 2 1
SUNGYUENG 35 2,934 2 2
0 DUGKEUN 20 1,271 0 0
SANGHOON 2 92 0 1
w1 7 5. 571 87.0. 7.6 | O | 2w 63 s s 750 0| 446 80.1. 6.3 2¢0 | lew | 96
0SMAR 3 3295 2 0 2nd 3rd 2nd PK Own goals Total UMIN 21 U 8§ 10th 10th 10th PK Own goals Total
WILLYAN 33 1,835 8 0 YOUNGWOOK 22 1,128 0 0
SEUNGMO 9 Lbh 2 0 INGYUN 29 1,660 8 [
SEUNGJOON 2 Y] 0 o0 JUNHO 17 1126 2 0
WEONCHEOL 3 74 0 O 2.6 | 52.1 | 46.0 | 46.8 INAON 29 2116 35 40.5 | 43.7 | 53.9 | 55.5
PALOCEVIC 35 2716 4 0 Long (30m- ) (9% 2nd e Al S EUNSU 0 771 0 0 Long (30m- ) (14%) 9th Tth 2nd 2nd
SCE:ANNGfEYéJ 187 g?g 1 g Medium (15m-30m) (38%) SEJONG 30 2238 1 2 Medium (15m-30m) (33%)
MINHYUN 10 327 0 0
Short [ -15m) (53%) Short [ -15m) (53%)
DOYUN 1 50 0 0 2 GUTKOVSKIS 3 193 0 0 :
sEoNOMN 9 18 2 0 I Twer 2 te 6 3
MASA 25 1,484 6 3
SINJIN 27 1,670 5 1 '
SANGEUN 19 765 4 0
SANGHO 38 3,252 12 4 I - . — I .
DONGJIN 15 555 ) 2 KANGHYUN 26 1,130 1 2 —
BJORN 9 142 1 0 1715 15:30 3045 dov 45-60 €07 7590 90+ SEONYU 2 6 0 0 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90
- - - + - - - +
SEUNGBEOM 1 44 0 o0 Shoot sequence (SS) 415(1st) BUNGKWAN 23 1,026 2 3
AIESH 3 73 0 0 Average no, of passes per SS 3.4(5th) LECT 36 283 17 7 SiagiEaanencel(=5] g
ILJUTCENKO 5
e m—— 24 10995 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 8.7%(2nd) Average no, of passes per 55 228
22 1,538 3 2 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 6.5%(12th)
DONGWON 10 463 1 1
ulJo 18 1,541 4 2
KEY FEATURES
KEY FEATURES
l E . X2 1 Setup in a 3-5-2 formation with central midfielder Ju
26_8 1 Used a mixture of a 4-2-4 and 3-2-5 during build-up 26_3 Se-jong dropping into the backline during build-up.
8th 66sth) | 1 play and put a number of players inside the box when 12th 7 3(5th) 2 | 2 Atendency to skip the midfield area with the use of
attacking. direct balls to the frontline and a high counterpress.
2 Quality players capable of delivering accurate balls 3 Midfielders looked to break into space when attacking.
PLAYER STATS 9 0 1 5 9 from the back like Ki Sung-yeung and Osmar Ibafez PLAYER STATS 7 9 1 5 8 4 Had two options when the ball was played into the
L L entral midfielders had a free role in the final third. L . rontline: the use of Tiago as a target man or alternat-
3 C idfi li i fi i li i f Ti
SANGHO 12 2 8.7 6th 4th 4 Active switching between players in wide areas with TIAGO 17 28 104 4th 5th ing movement between the forward players.
WILLYAN 8 13 4'2 freedom to move around. INGYUN 8 17 3 4 5 Setupinab5-3-2or 5-4-1 when defending. Limited the
. 5 12 3'5 5 Setupina4-4-2 or 4-5-1 when out of possession with YIREA 6 18 4'3 space through a continuous press from the midfielders
. aclear pressing pattern to control opposition build-up. : to restrict the opposition.
6 When counterattacking, the centre forward kept the 6 Tended to exploit the space behind the wingbacks
SALCHD 4 39 107 1 1 8 3 2 1 6 8 ball to allow the wingers to make runs forward. UEED 7 27 7 1 1 6 5 2 2 5 2 through individual pace when counterattacking.
SUNGYUENG 4 45 209 . " 7 Vulnerable to counterattacks and showed rough tran- LEANDRO 7 21 42 " " 7 Opposition players tended to lose their markers in the
SooIL 3 14 99 Tst 5th sitions to attack after regaining possession. INGYUN 6 17 69 5th 2nd box when Daejeon were trying to man-mark.
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https://youtu.be/79W1XMMdvZk
https://youtu.be/kx1F8neeNCU

JEJU UNITED

SUMMARY

They went through ups and downs but managed to survive in the end. Yuri Johnathan
and Reis led the team to another season in the top flight. Young forward Seo Jin-su is
a promising one to watch for Jeju.

Regular Season 10W 11D 17L

4

JINSU

YURI

Jung Jogook 5
SEUNG BONG YOUNG REIS
1984. 04. 23 ! SUB——SR0——JN
® 128
9 9 WOON CHAI  JE  CHANG
2023 1 MIN WOON W00
K League 1 3 3 DONGJUN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
KEUNBAE 2 150 1 1
DONGJUN 37 3,606 48 10 0
HYUNGGEUN 1 16 0 0 52_1 /0(5th] 5[12%]
SEUNGMIN 8 133 0 0 6 5
DAEHWAN 20 276 0 0 (14%) 1 6 (12%)
OHKYU 30 2778 1 0 (37%)
JOOWON 11 908 0 1
w0 s 10| 465 52.3% | 53.4«
TAEHYUN 24 1463 1 2 7th 5th 5th
HYEONBEOM 16 1,371 2 2
JEWOON 13 1,220 2 0 Outside PA 4(9%]
JUYONG 33 2,506 1} 1
CHANGWOO 8 723 0 1
CHAMIN 26 2416 1 0 480 83.4.. 6.4 611000 1 43
SUNGJIN [ 189 1} 0 6th 6th 8th PK Own goals Total
WOON 25 2,155 2 0
JACHEOL 16 1,282 0 1
SUNHO 12 357 0 1}
GEONWOONG 12 904 2 0 46 4 50 0 43 3 49 0
BONGS00 35 2819 2 0 Long (30m-) (13%) 6th 4th 7th 4th
GIHYUK 19 1014 0 1 Medium (15m-30m) (33%)
CHANGMIN - 13 1,267 00 Short ( -15m) (54%)
YOUNGJUN 9 690 1} 1
CHONGMU 17 386 ] ]
REIS 36 3,076 8 5
SEUNGSUB 29 1,467 2 1
JUKONG 28 1,978 3 1 . . l
JINSU 3% 2492 5 2 || - ||
YURI 33 2,111 10 4 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
DONGHYUK 5 A 1} 0
— 1 402 0 o Shoot sequence (SS) 362(7th)
SANGUN 9 118 0 0 Average no, of passes per SS 2.7(10th)
SEONGUK 1 24 0 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.3%(9th)
l E KEY FEATURES
27_8 1 Setupina4-3-3or4-2-3-1in attack with some degree
5th 73[6thl 1 0 of flexibility for midfielders to create a man advantage.

PLAYER STATS
YURI 10
REIS

JINSU 5
REIS 5
YURI 4
JINSU 2
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69
18
15

9.6
8.4
¥

272
1"
35

8.3

5th

115.0

8th

17.0

2nd

216.8

4th

2

Wingers stayed wide and deep with systematic move-
ment in the centre of the pitch.

3-4-3 and 3-5-2 used under Nam Ki-i to create space
for the wingbacks.

Scored the most goals from corner kicks with 10 out
of 42, thanks to accurate crosses from Reis to a target
man.

Switched from a 4-4-2 to a 3-4-3 when out of posses-
sion, maintaining a narrow line in midfield to restrict
the opponent&s build-up play.

A clear division of roles to deal with the opponent&s
build-up down the flanks in a 3-4-3 formation.

Tended to lose the aerial battle with opposition for-
wards when crosses came in.

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 1

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [O]

SUMMARY Regular Season 6W 16D 16L 4-2-3-1
Gangwon became one as a team at the end of the season. They had skated on thin ice
throughout most of the season, but their team cohesion clicked into place right when
they needed it to. In the end, they deserved their dramatic survival. JUNGHYUB
Yoon Jonghwan INSOO  SEUNGWON  DAEWON
1973.02. 16 ALIBAEV  MINWOO
1 11 m @ e m
2023 n 6 o | el g e v
K League 31 37 29 GWANGYEON
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
SANGHUN 20 1,983 24 1
GWANGYEON 18 1,798 17 7 0 6
20%
43.3%:11 L)
Tucl 16 1,453 1 0
YOUNGBIN 38 3,749 0 1 3 4
WOOSEOK 13 87 0 O (10%) 1 1 . (13%)
JINHO 23 1,089 2 2 (37%)
KWANGHYN 11 918 0 0
INS00 25 1,511 1 0
e o2 45.64 43.3+ | 49.0.
KANGHAN 3 53 0 0 11th 11th 11th
WOONGHEE 11 906 1 0 Outside PA 3[10%]
ZISoL 6 364 1 0
CHANGWOO 13 1,089 0 1
SEUNGYONG 22 1,805 1 0
HYUNTAE 8 152 0 0 41 8 79. 1 % 5-7 1 (3%) 2[7%' 30
KEVIN 1 12 0 0 11th 11th 12th PK Own goals Total
JIHOON 16 1,253 0 0
DAEWOO 1" 496 0 0
ALIBAEV 23 1,283 1 0 " - - "
SEUNGWON 13 512 0 0 Long (30m- ] (14%) 11 i o 1
JAEWON 2 31 0 o0 Medium (15m-30m) (37%)
KOOKYOUNG 35 3,117 1 2 Short (-15m) (49%)
MUNKI 20 850 0 0
GABRIEL 14 1,014 3 1
GALEGO 33 1,669 2 0
DAEWON 35 2,734 4 4 l . .
DINO 8 51 0 0 — — H = ||
SANGHYEOK 24 829 4 0 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
YAGO 11 495 1 1
HYUNJUN 21 1,803 1 1 Shoot sequence (SS) 321(12th)
WELINTON 9 574 0 1 Average no, of passes per SS 2.6(11th)
ILLOK 5 218 0 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 6.6%(11th)
JUNGHYUB 18 1,019 2 1
JINHYUK 2 10 0 0
KEY FEATURES
X2 1 Used both a 4-2-4 and 3-2-5 during build-up with a
26 5 simple attacking sequence, getting as many players
- forward as possible.
10th 60[1 2th) 1 0 2 Early crosses into the box attempted once space was
created out wide, with forward players aggressive in
PLAYER STATS attacking the cross.
1 0 - 6 1 4 - 0 3 Atendency to shoot and finish attacking sequences as
10th 8th soon as possible.
DAEWON 4 21 2.6 4 Quick forward movement through wingers and individ-
SANGHYEOK 4 5 3.2 ual reactions when transitioning to attack.
GABRIEL 3 14 4.7 5 Setupina4-4-2and 5-4-1when out of possession and
controlled the opposition with extra bodies in midfield.
6 Tended to sit back deep with a back three under Choi
LSRN % % 23 1 1 6 7 2 2 2 0 Yong-soo and played defensive football.
RUNWOO 2 14 18 . . 7 Team with the worst finishing in K League, and record-
JINHO 2 5 39 4th 3rd

ed the fewest goals scored per xG.
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https://youtu.be/ikcNiOFQMKA
https://youtu.be/LVn5Legxpws

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 1

‘ SUWON SAMSUNG

SUMMARY Regular Season 8W 9D 22L 4-3-3 SUMMARY Regular Season 8W 9D 21L 4-4-2
They were unable to fix their defensive problems even by the end of the season. How- Having survived the 2022 Promotion-Relegation Playoffs, Suwon ultimately suffered
ever, their attacking ability rose to the fore just in time in the most important game of o o @ relegation in 2023. They need to recalibrate but the discovery of promising talent Kim @ @
the season to keep their place in K League 1. chgL HYUN tmlég}? Ju-chan was one consolation for them. BYONGJUN  KAZUKI
Kim Dokyun (1) (11) 28] Yeom Kihun 9 0 © @
é BIT SEUNG  YEONG JOO  SEUNG JONG ACOSTY
1977.01.13 SRR O S A 1983. 03. 30 CHAN BEOM SUNG
" DONGHO G%l:fgs SEGYE INPYO KIJE JOOWON HO WEN
2023 8 22 10 10 2023 12 12 12 12 e
K League 52 31 60 BAEJONG K League 3 2 2 o 5 3 et HYUNGMO
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS

DONGGEON 23 2,287 43 3 CHANGI 3 256 3 0

BAEJONG 12 1,187 24 1 HYUNGMO 36 3,548 54 6 4
BUMYOUNG 3 B 9 1 0 0 (11%)

49'2 /O(Bth] 7“6%] MYEONGSEOK 22 1,603 0 0 48'5 /0[9th]
JUYEOP 9 464 0 ] !

HYUNHUN 10 782 0 0 5 5 JOOWON 17 1,657 0 0 8 6
BYUNGHYUN 10 797 0 0 (11%) (11%) TAEHWAN 24 1,729 0 0 (23%) 5 . (17%)
CHEOLWOO 29 1,901 0 0 1 7[39%] SANGGI 1 14 (] (14%)

SEGYE 30 2,685 0 0 DAEWON 31 2,659 0 0
INPYO 30 1410 2 2 BULTHUIS 18 1,238 1 1 47 1 48 4 52 2
weosowes 15 a7t 10| 49,9y | 48.64 52.3w HoN 12 d2 0 P -G, Lo

JAESEONG 7 649 0 0 10th e 7th GYWUSEOK 5 210 0 0 9th 5th 8th

JACKSON 23 2,023 0 0 Outside PA 7(16%) KIE 31 2773 2 4 Outside PA 1 1 (31%)

DONGHO 28 2,474 1} 2 HOIK 17 1,224 0 0

BOKYUNG 13 569 0 0 HOGANG 23 1,960 3 0
GYUHYEONG 5 171 0 0 SEUNGBEOM 32 2,729 2 1

DOYOON 7 122 0 0 486 83.9. 7.6 3 () TAA BOKYUNG 23 1,600 0 2 465 82.1. 6.0 ()] (P 35

SEONMIN 29 2,016 0 0 0 L/ . SEUNGWOO 8 386 0 0 " y PK 0 t Total

Sth 5th 1st PK Own goals Total 8th 8th 11th wn goals ota

YESUNG 5 84 0 o0 S JUNJAE 8 427 0 O

MURILO 15 1,075 4 1

JOOHO 14 902 0 0 BASSANI 22 1,511 3 1
SEUNGWOO 1 13 0 0 KIHUN 3 197 0 0

ELTT0) 3 gy JEHO 22 9% 10 37.6 | 31.1 | 51.0 | 51.3
BITGARAM 35 3304 8 5 B 3 45.3 40.3 58.1 66.7 JONGSUNG 21 1,699 0 2 Long (30m- ] (12%) E

Long (30m- ) (14%) 9 12th 11th 3rd r

YEONGJAE 14 1,366 1 3 7th 10th 1st 1st SEUNGWON 17 1,275 0 0 . o

JAEYONG 13 533 0 0 Medium (15m-30m) (36%) P——— 1 9 o0 0 Medium (15m-30m) (34%)

SOONMIN 182 gzg g g Short [ -15m) (50%] KAZUKI 16 1,419 1 2 Short ( -15m) (54%)

MINSUNG

JAEHYUN 1 10 0 0 SV e]\[c} 6 528 0 0

HYUN 20 122 2 3 MoOYUL o A bl
LARS 22 1,981 9 5 KYUNGJUNG 15 716 2 1
LOPES 14 871 3 1 JOOCHAN 25 1,180 5 0 l . .
LUAN 3 145 0 1 MuLIC 22 1,059 4 1 .
WALTERSON 10 481 1 0 HEEJUN 8 260 0 0 — - —
DONGHYEN 1 50 0 o0 [ ] — . TG 3 0 0 0 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
G\g:gewmg'( ?[5) 1i5926 [2] 3 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+ ACOSTY 25 1,653 4 3 Shoot sequence (SS) 339(10th)
SEUNGWOO 25 2,844 100 3 Shoot sequence (SS) 395(3rd) BYV(;:;IJ;N 279 2:'3?;78 g g Average no, of passes per SS 2.8(8th)
JAEWOONG 7 574 1 i 9
mo—— 1 17 o 0 Average no, of passes per SS 3.7(3rd) SANGMIN 22 903 0 3 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.1%(10th)
JAEYOON ] 92 0 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 8.5%(3rd) JINWOO 21 1,124 1 1
KEY FEATURES
X2 . . .
l E . 1 Used a 2-3-5 and 3-2-5 during build-up play with
28.2 KEY FEATURES 28-1 76 3 2 asymmetrical movement on the sides.
2nd 63[1 0th) 2 3 1 Getumin @ B3 when in pesseasiem wid) [l facks 3rd (3rd) 2 :t::i'i(transmon on both wings and a division of roles in
high upand centralrfnidfielders provid:‘ng;upfgort. 3 Used an asymmetrical 4-2-3-1 and 4-3-3 with Lee
2 Preferred the use of a target man in the build-up pro- PLAYER STATS Byung-keun in charge, made attempts to build up cen-
PLAYER STATS 1 0 - 0 1 3 - 9§| cess and played the ball forward in simple sequences 9 u 9 1 4 L] 5 trally.
9th 10th by moving midfielders and full backs upwards. 8th 4th 4 With Kim Byung—§oo in charge, used a back thr‘ee or
SEUNGWOO 10 34 11.3 3 With Lee Seung-woo in a free role in attack, created BYONGJUN 5 17 6.4 :ack four dezendlng ondthe fpponent&s formation to
e idfield. ave a man advantage advantage.
LARS 9 16 5.9 . :{Tdn:iz;h::zfg?osr:nai:;?\t:nti:ﬁ?;::r::t I SOCCHE 5 7 Ot 5 Maintained a narrow 4-4-2 formation when defending
BITGARAM 8 15 3.6 ) ang ption po ACOSTY 4 16 3.6 with players covering for each other centrally.
sion with defenders and midfielders attempting to 6 Setupin a5-4-1 under Kim Byung-soo with three for-
press. wards dropping to the middle and wingbacks stepping
LA 5 26 22 1 1 5 2 1 9 2 9 5 Tended to leave opposition players unmarked in dan- KIJE o L Qi 1 1 4 4 1 9 0 2 up.
BITGARAM 5 57 147 . . gerous areas. el 3 30 38 - " 7 Left space exposed between full backs and centre
GWANGHYEOK 4 22 83 7th iy 6 Sluggish reactions at the back. SANCRIN 3 8 27 10th 12th backsina 4-4-2 formation.
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https://youtu.be/0XI-J016Qlo
https://youtu.be/SlUHu8wWwXk

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 2

GIMCHEON SANGMU

@ BUSAN IPARK

SUMMARY SUMMARY Regular Season 20W 10D 6L 3-4-3
Gimcheon Sangmu, whose nickname was ‘Real Gimcheon’ because of their star-studded squad 19} They were so close to earning promotion via the Promotion-Relegation Playoffs. They !
akin to that of Real Madrid once upon a time, won their fourth K League 2 title in 2023. It was 29 29 were one of the best teams in K League 2, pushing the title race with Gimcheon right 2 ® o o
the perfect harmony between individual quality from the players and sheer manager ability. 39| 20} 27} 38] until the very end. Now their eyes are on how they’ll perform in 2024. 3 e & ALY
JOONSUK YOUNGWOOK MINJUN
i 5
Chung Jungyong Park Jinsub e @ @ o
D?iE J,,f.;u Hyﬁw WONJIN MIN  REUM  JUN
1969. 04. 01 1977.03. 11 HYEOK
MINGYU JAEWOO SANG  YOU JEONG HANDO WIJAE
2023 15 p) 3 MIN - HYEON 2023 20 10 3 WoN
K League 45 36 45 SONGHUN K League 72 54 61 SANGMIN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
HYEONMU 9 849 8 2 SANGMIN 16 1,507 19 4
JOONHONG 8 790 6 5
0,
KYUNGGUN 3 299 5 1 58.20/0(1st] 5[7%] SANGGI 12 1018 0 0 52.5%[4th] 5“0/01
SONGHUN 17 1,622 18 5 1 1 1 6 SEJIN 14 547 0 K] 9 1 2
HANDO 35 3,473 2 0
(15%) (23%) (18%) (24%)
YOONSUNG 9 601 0 0 o 20 . 0 WIJAE 32 2916 1 0 1 0‘20%]
RYUNSEONG 10 580 0 2 (28%] JUN 31 2949 2 5
JAEW00 33 2,977 1 2 JIMOOK 26 1632 1 0
WA 21 1,562 0 0 51 I2% 59-3% 59-0% AR 2 39 1 0 48-1 % 53-6% 54-6%
MINGYU 25 2,151 1 0 1st 1st 1st SANGYOON 15 606 0 1 3rd (A 4th
JONGGYU 17 991 2 A HYEOKKYU 20 1,832 2 0 1 0
SANGMIN 29 2748 2 0 Outside PA 1 3[18%] SANGJUN 26 1,643 2 2 Outside PA (20%)
YOUHYEON 19 1,375 2 2 JONGWOO 3] 119 0 0
SEUNGKYUM 15 993 0 0 SEYEONG 1 5 0 0
0, 0,
BYEONGCHAN 11 688 4 0 562 86_9% 8_3 5[7%] 1(1%] 71 JEONGWON 29 2152 0 1 486 82_ 1 % '7_6 4[8/01 0[0 %) 50
HYUNMUK 23 1,651 6 4 1st 1st 1st PK Own goals Total REUM 14 795 0 0 2nd 4th 3rd PK Own goals Total
CHANGHOON 8 312 2 1 SANGHEON 5 157 0 1
DONG 21 1,158 2 0 SEUNGGI 6 179 1 0
MINJUN 28 1,493 6 4 HYUNJUN 1 8 0 0
MINHYEOK 24 1,954 2 2
JUNBUME T Bze 10 57.0 | 64.7 | 34.0 | 36.3 - 43.0 | 44.0 | 28.2 | 26.9
JINGYU 32 2363 6 5 Long (30m-) (11%) 1st lst 10th 9th SEUNGMIN 4 145 0 1 Long (30m- ) (12%) 4th 5th 13th 13th
HYEONUG 28 1418 1 3 Medium (15m-30m) (36%) WONJIN 0 1924 1 2 Medium (15m-30m) (33%)
DUJAE 3% 2912 1 0 S (53%) LTSN S 1480 0 Short [ -15m) (55%)
SUKJU 16 755 1] 1 FESSIN 23 1,300 7 2
YEONGJAE 13 1,115 1 2 YOUNGWOONG 1 22 0 0
JIHOON 2 68 1} 1} JEONGHWAN 13 806 2 2
BONCHEOL 15 466 1 1 CHAN 26 1,850 8 1
JIHYUN 13 1,220 3 1 . LAMAS 33 2617 10 8
YOUNGJUN 13 615 3 2 - | DONGJIN 15 927 0 0 . . [ -
JOONSUK 22 1,319 6 3 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+ JEONGIN 2‘?1 1211;374 § g 5 G0 TOE G (5D G095 TEED G
JUNGMIN 9 200 1 0 HOYEUNG ,
CHIIN 27 932 5 1 Shoot sequence (SS) 42501st) GEONJU 27 1,490 1 1 Shoot sequence (SS) 394(2nd)
YOUNGWOOK 28 2,408 13 5 Average no, of passes per SS 3.4(2nd) GIYUN 16 662 1 1 Average no, of passes per SS 3.701st)
A ratio of SSs to total sequences 9.1%(1st) FRANKLIN 13 439 1 1 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 8.3%(2nd)
l H A PR ES . E KEY FEATURES
25.0 1 Used a mixture of 4-2-3-1 and 4-3-3 during build-up, 25.7 . - : N
° : . . 1 Distinct positional play in a 2-3-5 formation against
to be flexible when pl. -
13th 48[12th] 2 0 ;’:Qilcyh enabled them to be flexible when playing cen 11th 57l9th] 0 0 teamszitha back four. . . .
2 Flexible to switch between formations during build-up 2 Setupin a 2-2-6 formation against teams with a back
with the use of effective space depending on the posi- three.
PLAYER STATS 7 8 1 5 1 tion of full backs and midfielders. PLAYER STATS 7 6 1 6 4§| 3 Clear attacking shape but with freedom given to play-
L L 3 Remained high up the pitch in attack with quick L L ers to switch positions
3rd 6th switches from side to side. 2nd 4th 4B L denl d inaf . bet
YOUNGWOOK 13 31 12.4 4 Had two main options upfront: Lee Young-jun as a target LAMAS 10 38 8.1 runo Lamas deployed in a free role to move between
JINGYU 6 15 4.4 man or three forwards consisting of Kang Hyun-muk, CHAN 8 19 7.0 midfield and attack to provide a man advantage.
HYUNMUK 6 16 5.1 Cho Young-wook, and Kim Hyeon-ug withafalse 9. JEFFERSON 7 15 3.7 5 Man-marking system with strong pressure.
5 Setup in a 4-4-2 when defending and kept space tight 6 Channel-side defending used to overcome disadvan-
0 6 i(;\f;/ertfical Zq;i:.(f)fr.izolrsttal lineds V:;_lth high p.rt(.essigr:g. LADTS 8 43 98 tages at the back, and to lure opposition players to the
YOUNGWOOK 5 26 A en found it difficult to evade the opposition&s press -
JINGYU 5 44 113 1 1 3 . 1 2 0 1 . 5 WA (0 T2 A0 0 e JUN 5 27 113 1 1 5 . 5 2 28 . 4 side. ] ict ball
7 Scored the most goals at the end of matches in K 4th ard 7 Astrong man-marking system to restrict ball posses-
HYUNMUK 4 19 28 12th 13th League 2. SEJIN 3 7 27 r sion.
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https://youtu.be/x94OmNpRuBg
https://youtu.be/YCr_nIqPwQQ

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 2

GYEONGNAM FC :

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > iEh TRy,

A

G

GIMPO FC

SUMMARY Regular Season 16W 12D 8L 3-4-3 SUMMARY Regular Season 15W 12D 9L 4-4-2
Ko Jeong-woon’s warriors were bold in defence. Their back three suffocated teams o They continued to play their own brand of football by keeping possession for as long
1% 1
and was probably the best defence in K League 2. @ as possible and exploiting the space. Their future looks exciting as a team, full of 2 o @
: 39| @ MINHO o young players. KIJONG GLEYSON
49 LUIS JUNIOR 4
. 5
Ko Jeongwoon 69 @ 0 @ @ e b Mn?so Hgs c;xgw 2
1966. 06. 27 JAEMIN-VISEOKJAEUN KWQNG 1979.01. 08 MIN HYEON
(3] 4] (2] d @ ®
KYUNG TAEHAN SEONG MINSEO  JAE  KANG  JOO
2023 17 13 8 ROK GWON 2023 15 13 10 HWANoHEE SEONG
K League 39 32 43 CHEONGHYO K League 53 43 49 DONGMIN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
MINJAE 2 23 1} 0 DONGMIN 34 3,310 38 8
CHEONGHYO 33 3,231 21 18 8 JEONGHYEON 2 198 2 1 1 4
wowoc 3w ¢ 1| 46.8%0m o wor 1w 2 o | 55 3%om =
MINHO 25 1,943 0 0 6 5 BYEOMYONG ) 314 0 0 1 0 5
JONGMIN 4 95 0 0 (15%) 1 0[250/] (13%) YOUNGCHAN 8 554 0 0 (19%) 46(85“/] (9%)
TAEHAN 33 3281 1 0 0 JAEHWAN 30 2862 2 0 ’
KYUNGROK 24 1,784 1 0 JOOSEONG 28 2,206 0 &
oo 31200 21| 42,2y | 47.9% | 1.9 owvoseon 119700 4.4y | Db.D%  D6.6+
JUNSEOK MINGI
13th 8th 10th 6th 2nd 2nd
MINYONG 1 24 1} 0 JUNJAE 29 2,182 2 1
SANGHYEOK K] 370 0 2 Outside PA 8(20%) CHANOUK 7 596 1 0 Outside PA 3[6%)
DOHOON 1 60 0 0 HYUNWOOK 1 17 0 0
SEONGGWON 34 3,306 0 0 LEO 11 442 0 0
SEONGMIN 31 1714 1 2 413 77.2. 5.9 2 5% (= 40 MINSEO 36 3100 2 5 473 183.0. 7.6 e X I 54
YISEOK 32 2747 4 0 11th 11th 9th PK Own goals Total HONGMIN 36 3,116 1 3 4th 2nd 2nd PK Own goals Total
JONGSUK VAl 1,271 2 3 KANGHEE 34 2,864 0 0
JAEWOO 10 486 0 0 KWANGJIN 16 824 0 4
JAEMIN 33 2,682 2 0 MINHYEOK 8 520 0 0
KANGYEON 9 659 1} 0 JISEUNG 1 47 0 0
SEONGJAE 11 46 0 0 Long (30m- ) (16%) 3;{;4 3;{;4 31:13t'h6 21Zt.h7 CASTRO 3 2228 6 4 Long (30m- (14%) 439r:19 42;8 4&2;19 3Z|:1
YUNHO 25 1516 2 0 Medium (15m-30m) (34%) EAD 12 419 0 0 Medium (15m-30m) (40%)
ML um o s Mm% EE T s
SUNGYEON 12 313 0 1 MIRANDINHA 10 415 0 0
SUKYONG 26 1,191 1 1 MINSEO 16 1,037 2 1
CHANGSEOK 12 550 1} 1 JAEWON 2 95 0 0
MINHO 19 1,187 2 A HYEONJIN 28 (A 2 2
JUNIOR 29 1646 3 2 . [ . . . KIJONG 32 2445 10 3 . — . [
EEBLO (5 (5100 2 2 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+ JJOOI\?:EF:JT\I (8) :2;23 ? l:IJ 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
Shoot sequence (SS) 299(10th) SANGJUN 25 980 1 2 Shoot sequence (SS) 394(2nd)
Average no, of passes per SS 2.5(10th) HYANGGI 8 266 2 0 Average no, of passes per SS 2.7(7th)
A ratio of SSs to total sequences 6.3%(10th) A ratio of SSs to total sequences 8.2%(3rd)
s l E KEY FEATURES 25 3 . - KEY FEATURES
- 1 Three forward players were positioned close together . 1 Setup in a 4-2-2-2 formation when attacking with two
6th 61 (6th) 0 1 and linked up with each other. 12th 36[13”‘] 0 1 stril_(ers ] édvanced positions backed up by midfield-
2 Wide area of covered by the wingbacks and central 5 e;rsludst beh'":" ; 4 throuah switching bl
idfielders t id ttacki tion. ound a way to move forward through switching play
AL 9 2 1 4 7 3 Ir:ldi\:(iaduea? loapreor‘;I lzs::d ?: nl'\nagkzpr:):s in the final A 7 3 1 7 1 = U G AR
L] « /3 third piay = « 13 3 Attacked down the centre with use of both full backs on
10th 9th - . . . 1st 3rd the side.
LUIS 16 32 11.5 4 Set up in a 3-4-3 formation out of possession with the GLEYSON (K] 20 7.9 4 When defending against two strikers, a midfielder
YISEOK 4 (] 2.7 three forwards narrow to control the midfield area. KIJONG 10 23 8.6 dropped between the centre backs to form a back
JUNIOR 3 13 3.5 5 Ahqmck transition to three attackers from a defensive JAEHYEON 6 12 46 three.
shape. 5 Setupin a 4-4-2 formation when out of possession and
PABLO 5 18 43 1 1 7 4 2 2 1 1 6 g:slzl;:nd aggressive pressing once they were dispos- JAEHYEON 6 29 118 1 1 4 4 247 1 .maintain ? tight defensive line with two strikers cover-
. ing a lot of space.
LT 4 33 65 . . 7 Picked up second balls through quick reactions from RINSED 5 59 285 - - 6 Vulnerable at set pieces with players showing a ten-
MINHO & 10 10 (et ath the wingbacks and central midfielders. CASTRO 4 16 20 Ty et dency to lose their individual battles.
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https://youtu.be/KNOGt1aCZd4
https://youtu.be/exvTxzaoun4

BUCHEON FC 1995

Futingis
KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [Olzsay

SUMMARY Regular Season 16W 9D 11L 3-4-3
The embodiment of endurance. Bucheon’s goal-scoring prowess after the hour mark
was impressive. It looks like they aren’t far away from getting on track if they can
just iron out one or two details. 32 @ LUPETA
HONAM JAEJUN
Lee Youngmin 571 57l O © ® o
1973. 12. 20 7 SUNHO ™ iR 2 ! oG
rgwm; NILSON D:ENEG
2023 16 10 1
K League 68 52 66 BUMS00
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
BUMS00 31 3,054 32 14
JUHYUN 37 3,568 37 12
)
48.4 /O(Bthl 5(11%1
HANSOL 10 562 0 0 8 1 1
GYUMIN 5 379 0 0
SUNHO 28 2138 3 0 (18%) 8 (24%)
NILSON 3 3492 5 1 (18%)
HYUNGJIN 34 1,575 1 1
MYUNGGWAN 29 2,590 1} 0 48.0% 47.3% 53.9%
SEUNGHYEON 11 942 1 0 4th 10th 5th
DONGHEE 32 3,088 1} 1
YONGHYEOK 21 1,333 0 0 Outside PA 7(16%)
PUNGYEON 1 15 0 0
JAEWOO 1 A 0 0
JOONHYUNG 10 417 0 0 442 79_8% 6-3 5[11%] 1[2%] 45
JINKYU 19 1,047 1 2 sth sth 7th PK Own goals Total
JEONGBIN 18 920 3 2
SOOCHUL 15 758 1 2
JAEYOUNG 25 1,977 1 1
KAZUKI 35 3,359 1 3
GYUMIN 10 206 1 0 Long (30m- ) (14%) 39.0 | 36.6 | 38.3 | 34.9
BOYONG 1 5120 0 Medium (15m-30m) (33%) 8th 10th 9th 10th
I 27 s 2 % Short (-15m) (52%)
LUPETA 15 919 1 2
HOMIN 20 504 2 1
JAEJUN 22 1,492 1 4
UIHYUNG 23 1,276 4 2
HEEWOONG 13 1,175 0 0 I
JUNGHO 1 57 0 0 . .
KALIL 15 845 2 0 - - |
RAMOS 20 1,074 2 3 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
JIHO
L 992 2 2 Shoot sequence (SS) 299(10th)
Average no, of passes per SS 2.3(13th)
A ratio of SSs to total sequences 6.3%(11th)
26.6 l E KEY FEATURES
st 52[1 Oth) 1 0 1 Setupina 3-2-5 formation when attacking with three
forwards attempting to break into space in behind.
PLAYER STATS 9 6 1 4 2 Quick deliver'y i.nto the f'ror.1tline vs{ith the wingbacks
- . and central midfielders aiming to win the second balls.
3 Wingers tended to have a link-up role during the build-
13th 10th
JAEJUN 1 19 6.8 up phase.
NILSON 5 10 3.0 4 Left and right centre backs stayed high and got in-
UIHYUNG A 8 3.4 volved in attacks once space was created.
5 Used a mixture of a 5-2-3 and 5-3-2 when out of pos-
Y 4 14 2 1 1 9 2 1 2 9 session and kept five players in the middle in a good
0 shape to suppress the opponent.
RERIOS 3 20 38 . . 6 Spontaneous, quick, and well-timed pressing when
KAZUKI 3 26 b4 13th 8th defending.
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FC ANYANG

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 2

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > Eh

SUMMARY Regular Season 15W 9D 12L 3-2-4-1
The 2023 season was one where Anyang had to deal with a lot of off-the-pitch issues,
so finishing sixth was quite remarkable. They are the oldest team in K League 2 with 0
an average age of 27.6. BRUNO
Z—Z\’_‘ o9 @ o
Lee Woohyung ) ) DONG SJ%DONNG oo HYUN
JIN w00
1966. 02. 02 0 D
KIWOOK  SEONGWOO
DONG CHANG JONG
2023 15 9 12 GYU YONG HYEON
K League 79 57 65 SEONGSU
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
SUNGDONG 3 300 [ 0
TAEHOON 8 793 14 1 0
SEONGSU 25 2478 31 7 48.6% < 1200

DAEYOUNG 15 792 (1] 0

DONGJN 25 2286 5 2

HAJUN 17 188 1 1]

HYEONGJIN 28 2,681 2 0

JONGHYEON 31 2,552 0 0

DONGGYU ~ 34 3318 0 0

JEMIN 5 36 0 0

CHANGYONG 21 1,912 0 2

TAEHEE 17 1,218 0 2

BOMIN 1 67 0 1]

JUNYEON 10 542 0 0

HYUNWOO 36 2,438 3 9

KIWOOK 30 1,812 0 0

JUNGMIN ) 293 (1] 0

JUNGHYUN 21 1,651 4 1

SEUNGWOO 3 157 0 0

SEONGWOO0 31 996 K] 0]

ANDRIGO 19 1,642 6 8

DONGSU 16 1,189 3 0

SEONGBEOM 10 279 0 1

CHANGBEOM 12 455 2 1

MINHYUN 13 638 2 2

RYUNDO ) 31 0 0]

LAERCIO 10 360 2 0

JAEYONG 18 1,350 6 1

BRUNO 15 1,005 4 2

YoNswoo 16 706 1 1

YAGO 31 2178 6 7

JAEYONG ) 153 0 0]

JONATHAN 5 INIA ) 1

SEONGJOON 27 1,779 3 3

HYEONHO 6 177 0 1

. X2
27.6
Tst 5211th) 1 2
PLAYER STATS

ANDRIGO 6 18 4.9
JAEYONG 6 17 6.4
YAGO 6 28 8.2
HYUNWOO 9 42 143
ANDRIGO 8 35 112
YAGO 7 36 99

49.1-

427

47.5.

78.7..

52.3.

9th

7.3

9th 8th
Long (30m-) (14%)
Medium (15m-30m) (34%)
Short ( -15m) (52%)

8.3

6th

116.0

17.3

2nd

208.9

11th

11 7
(19%) 20(34%) (12%)

Outside PA 6[1 0%)

I 1 58
PK

Own goals Total

50.8 | 53.8 | 30.4 | 33.3

2nd 2nd 12th 11th

1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+

Shoot sequence (SS) 357(5th)
Average no, of passes per SS 2.9(5th)
7.3%(5th)

A ratio of SSs to total sequences

KEY FEATURES

1 Setupin a 3-2-5 formation when attacking with five
players aligned along the front, created a man advan-
tage by getting the ball into the frontline as quickly as
possible.

2 The three centre backs were spread out during build-
up to create a man advantage in wide areas.

3 Attacking runs made forward by both wingbacks as
well as to the centre.

4 Began to press from the opponent&s penalty areain a
tight man-to-man system.

5 Set upin a5-4-1formation with space between the
lines limited and a strong press when defending.

6 When set up with the back four the man-marking sys-
tem was more aggressive in the midfield area to follow
the movement of the opposition&s forwards.

7 Vulnerable to counterattacks with space left behind
the defensive line.
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https://youtu.be/1RbSf1wb8lw
https://youtu.be/PTFqV9RI6KM

JEONNAM DRAGONS

SUMMARY Regular Season 16W 5D 15L 442
It was the season that they witnessed the birth of the monster, Valdivia. Among their
domestic players, Ha Nam proved effective. Their biggest strength was consistency. o @
NAM YONGJAE
Lee Jangkwan S O S @
5 15 GUN VALDIVIA JIHUN PLLANA
1974.07. 04 7% 7% W00
82 83l ® 06 6 @
KYU TAEWON JIHA  ASNAWI
2023 16 5 15 v
K League 18 17 24 JOONS00
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
DASOL 10 936 15 0
JOONS00 18 1,769 26 6
SUNGBIN 9 99 2 0 52.30/0(5”]] 9(16%]
BONGJIN 8 749 13 1 9 1 0
TAEWON 20 1,870 3 0 (16%) 1 3 (18%)
SOOBEOM 25 2,18 0 1 (24%)
HYUNHUN K] 167 1} 0
SUNGGYEOL 6 219 1} 0
woeor 62 00 47.3w | 48.3% | 52.8x
ASNAWI 26 1,967 0 2 Sth 7th 6th
SEURERRL v by o2 outsidera | 2[22%1
JIHA 20 1,922 2 0
KYUHYUK 21 1,785 1 1
HEEWON 13 1,197 0 0
0, 0,
e o s 20 433 785. 6.8 | 2w Ou 53
YUHEI 3 2,636 1 2 8th 9th 5th PK Own goals Total
SEOKHYUN 10 485 1} 1
HOOKWON 23 1,589 0 1
SEONGJAI 18 1,570 0 0
coNomin 9 37 0 0 41.9 | 53.7 | 46.3 | 51.9
HOJIN 6 284 1 0 Long (30m- ) (17%) Sth 3rd 2nd 3rd
JIHUN 25 1,709 0 0 Medium (15m-30m) (35%)
GEONOH 7 239 1 0 Short (-15m) (49%)
GUNWOO 28 1,497 3 1
MIKIC 9 372 1 0
VALDIVIA 36 3,231 14 14 I I I I
SIMoVIC 8 463 0 1 . .
YONGJAE 9 K] 3 0 -
JUNHO 4 144 1 1 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
CHANWOOL 9 462 1 2
SANGUN 12 321 1 2 Shoot sequence (SS) 362(4th)
SEONGJIN 18 821 0 1 Average no, of passes per SS 2.9(4th)
SANGHUN 25 827 3 1 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.3%(6th)
PLLANA 36 2,731 8 7
— a1 2 KEY FEATURES
1 Set upin a 4-1-3-2 formation with the front two press-
26 7 ing and the attacking midfielders targeting the space
" in between.
3rd 61 (7th) 3 3 2 Goalkeeper Ahn Joon-soo sat in an advanced position
to help with build-up play with full backs staying high
up the pitch.
PLAYER STATS 8 3 1 5 1 3 Tried to gain a man advantage in the attacking area by
L] = letting midfielders move further forward.
5th 7th 4 Team with the most goals scored per xG among all K
VAL 14 42 8.5 League clubs with 53 goals out of 41.9 xG.
PLLANA 8 29 6.3 5 Utilised a flexible formation with a back three and a
NAM 7 28 8.8 back four when defending with central midfielders
applying a strong press.
6 Exposed space left between the midfield and the back-
VALDIVIA
ST 174 22 ?g; 1 1 4 3 2 1 2 8 line and left a free man in that space.
- - 7 Opposition forwards often lost their markers down the
NAM 3 16 1 8th 9th flanks.
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(%) CHUNGBUK CHEONGJU FC

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 2

ot
KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > [OfFsiusl

SUMMARY Regular Season 13W 13D 10L e
They were a Gimpo FC lookalike because of their defensive nature and game plan.
They had seven players lined up at the back to neutralise the opposition if necessary. o @
JORGE  SEUNGJAE
Choi Yunkyum 0 o @ m
PETER HYEOK WON Jl
1962. 04. 21 7 JIN  JIN  HOON
8
9 2 0 © 9
12 JIN  HAN JUNG MYUNG
2023 13 (K] 10 SEONG SAIM _ TAEK  SUN
K League 144 147 137 DAEHAN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS

WONWOO0 1" 1,092 22 2

DAEHAN 2% 2359 19 11

JINWOOK 1 103 1 0]

HYUNJUN 27 1587 0 1

MYUNGSUN 35 3,104 0 2

WONGUN 21 1379 0 O

JIUN 8 313 0 0

GUN 12 52 0 0

JINSEONG 26 2,165 (1] 2

JIWON 1 22 0 0]

MINHYUNG 26 1,627 2 0

JUNGTAEK KK] 2,816 (1] 2

JOUNGHUN 1 KK] 0 0]

HANSAM 31 2709 0 O

PETER 32 2673 7 1

SANGYUN 23 902 1 0

JIHOON 2 1461 4 3

JOOYOUNG 1 27 (1] 0

CHANWOO 5 156 0 0]

HYEOKJN 34 308 0 5

SUNGMIN 3 111 (1] 0

WONJIN 34 3,323 2 0]

MINSEUNG 5 214 (1] 1

DOHYUN 24 946 1 0

JIUN 1 22 0 0

SEUNGYEUP 9 236 0 0

SEUNGJAE Kk 1,344 3 3

KIWOON 12 313 0 0

MINWOO 12 352 1 1

JORGE 34 3071 13 2

PAULINHO 10 905 2 1

s B B
10th 750st) 2 1
PLAYER STATS

JORGE 13 37 9.8
PETER Vi 27 5.3
JIHOON 4 9 2.0
HYEOKJIN 5 58 190
JIHOON 3 15 16
SEUNGJAE 3 1 16

45.0%uan

44.3.

10th

407

45.8.

12th

77.2.

52.1.

6.6

12th 12th 6th
Long (30m-) (15%)
Medium (15m-30m) (29%)
Short ( -15m) (56%)

8.6

8th

115.2

5th

13.9

11th

206.8

12th

2[5%l
6 11

(16%) (30%)
8[22%]

Outside PA 7[19%]

215 T 37
PK

Own goals Total
36,5 | 39.5 | 45.6 | 43.4
10th 6th 3rd 6th

1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+

344(8th)
2.6(9th)
7.0%(8th)

Shoot sequence (SS)

Average no, of passes per SS

A ratio of SSs to total sequences

KEY FEATURES

1 Players quickly ran into space when positional free-
dom and attacking movement.

2 Great positioning from the midfielders when long balls
were played into the frontline.

3 Jorge Teixeira created goal-scoring opportunities for
himself thanks to his speed and physicality.

4 Set upin a 5-3-2 formation when out of possession.
Implemented a man-marking system on all players
except for the opponent&s last centre back.

5 When pressing, a central midfielder stepped up to
suppress the deepest centre back. In this case, one-
on-one situations occurred across the pitch.

6 Tended not to use the opposite flank when attacking,
and had difficulty in breaking defences down when
concentrated on one side.
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https://youtu.be/ahp0YBOUYT0
https://youtu.be/22hkPvD5IsE

TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 2

SEONGNAM FC “?éﬁ“ CHUNGNAM ASAN FC

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video >

SUMMARY Regular Season 11W 11D 14L 4-1-4-1 SUMMARY Regular Season 12W 6D 18L 3-4-3
Most of the time they stood in a 4-1-4-1 formation to stand up against the opposition. They had difficulty in being consistent in front of goal. Their goal-scoring ability was
Experienced forward Lee Jong-ho fought hard and managed to bag seven goals. The @ good until around midway through the second half, but afterwards, they rapidly lost
team scored nine goals outside the box. @ oJONGHZ@ @ control of games. It was a season full of possibilities and limitations. DUQTE DAE?JON MI$EU
Lee thyung SEONG SANG TAE GABRIEL Park Donghyuk @ @ @ m
1 > o SEUNG SE  KANG  HAK
1974. 09. 28 SOONHYUNG 1979. 04. 18 HO JK  GUK  MIN
® 0 @
9
1 i 10 10 EUNBUM JUNYOUNG YUNSEONG
SEUNG EUIBIN SUNG JIHUN
2023 11 11 14 11 g O 2023 12 6 18 11
K League 26 37 37 YOUNGKWANG K League 74 51 86 HANKEUN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
YOUNGKWANG 17 1,642 24 5 HYUNHO 13 445 2 1
PILSU 20 1,940 26 6 JUWON 15 1,422 21 3
0 o 0 3[8°/l
50.9% 8 HANKEUN 18 1676 23 6 45.8% 11 g
EUIBIN 24 2,165 1 0 8
TAEJEONG 2 200 1} 0 5 6 JUNHYUK 17 1,250 0 1 4
JIs00 1 64 0 0 (12%) 1 4 33%] (14%) SUNGJU 16 1,076 0 1 (21%) 1 4[36“/] (10%)
(]
JINRAE 25 2,238 0 4 (33% JUSUNG 13 509 0 1
HUNMIN 12 724 1} 0 SEONGWO0O0 10 661 1 0
SIHOO 6 150 0 0
wo om0 0 L 6. 52 A, 526, woos & w0 o 455, 46.5 49.2
5th 5th Tth AU 28 2658 10 9th 11th 13th
SANGMIN 23 2,124 0 0 JAESEONG 7 664 1 0 7
JIHUN 23 1471 0 1 Outside PA 9(21%) HAKMIN 25 1577 0 1 Outside PA // (18%)
HYOJUN 5 303 0 o0 HOIN 24 2048 0 0
SEUNGYONG 14 1,190 1 0 JUNYOUNG 20 1,820 2 0
SUNGWOOK 33 2,871 4 O , \ YnstoNe 31 2834 0 1 2[5“/] 1 (3% 3 9
PATRICK 22 1945 2 0 456 | 81.7. 6.1 1;§A’] 00‘3 /°]l é‘t3l oy 12 o 397 76.2. 5.7 o o go;ts il
5th 8th Wi ekl BE 13th 13th 11th
SOONHYUNG 26 2030 1 O 5th KANGGUK 3 3481 3 2
HYUNTAE 13 947 0 1 ISR 4 152 0 0
wohveox = 1% 1 S e 8 @ GG
JIWON 19 1:213 2 1} 398 38.7 42.1 450 JEERCERN 3 93 0 0
AU 20 1754 1 2 Long (30m-) (12%) 7th 7th 7th 4th HYESEONG 14 904 0 0 Long (30m- ) (16%) 39.9 36.9 44 .4 42.2
JAEWON 13 598 2 0 Medium (15m-30m) (35%) Mslzé'gu 33 ?;3; l f Medium (15m-30m) (34%) 6th 9th 6th 7th
TAEYANG 6 129 1 0 Short (-15m) (53%) 524 T o Short ( -15m) (50%)
JAEWON 19 1640 0 0 O Y
YOUNGGI 5 94 0 0 SEUNGHO 24 1,373 3 1
GABRIEL 11 1000 4 3 YR 25 1335 4 1
WONJOON 9 233 1 0 DAEHOON 18 1,014 6 4
DENILSON 20 749 3 0 . —— MINSEO 14 901 3 2
DONGWOON 12 661 1 3 SEUNGMIN 27 1,885 1 1
r— o8 1824 7 3 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+ TN 12 72 1 0 . . . . .
’ —
JUNSANG 12 488 0T Shoot sequence (SS) 349(6th) CH;NNGGHHOOON 250 ;Ei (1] g 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
SHIEEE 17 743 0 2 Average no, of passes per SS 2.7(8th)
HANMIN 25 1,38 2 2 T 1 AT EONHAK 10 493 2 1 Shoot sequence (SS) 322(9th)
SEONGUK 15 958 3 1 Aratio of SSs to total sequences 4% RAPHAEL 16 555 1 1 T 2.3(12th]
CHRIS 19 1,359 6 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 6.6%(9th)
KEY FEATURES
26 2 l E 1 Setupina 4-2-3-1formation when in possession, and 29 1 . 22
O an attacking midfielder was tasked to cover a lot of O
7th 69 tth) 3 2 space and receive the ball, moving from the attacking 1st 74stn) 0 2 KEY FEATURES
midfield position to upfront. 1 Setupina3-2-5f i heni ion.
2 Attacking midfielders had a link-up role and attempt- 2 CZnuts;T i\idfielgtrer::e:?\r:iv\\:viin Igap:;::::’en wickl
PLAYER STATS ed to receive the ball between the lines. PLAYER STATS 9 0 1 7 7 ; ! 9 ! df] hY
8 . 1 1 6 - 1 3 Ina3-4-3 formation, wingbacks on both sides stayed C -/ 3 invalvediinithelplaywhenithelballwasplayediintoithe
4th 5th high and used the width of the pitch. 9th e frontline.
JONGHO Vi 17 5.4 4 The likes of Gabriel Ramos and Christy Manzinga WONSANG 12 26 7.7 3 Prompt response from the three forwards to run in
looked to attack down the flanks. behind after duels.
CHRIS (K] 3.2 : 4 : . . LEONARDO 11 32 12.9
GABRIEL 2 14 1.8 5 Setupin a 4-4-2 formation with the strikers looking MARTIN 9 13 5.4 4 Flexible transformation in defence with the option of a
’ '_to press f””T‘ the front a‘n_d with ce:ntral midfielders i back three or back four. Press was strong and high in a
|nterfer.|ng vy|tht|je opposﬂlon@s build-up. o ETHE S E
SANGHYEOK 5 26 99 114.1 215.6 P peamhs s et el e et ae- BELESLE 6 33 67 114.7 244 4 5 Fast transition down the sides when counterattacking
acks well. ; ] .
JIRE 4 13 93 - " 7 Less compact shape in the middle when out of posses- DELE “ v 0 At " 2d " with pacey wingbacks involved.
JONGHO 3 14 26 9th 7th sion. LEONARDO 4 28 21 t o 6 Vulnerable at the back with the balls up in the air.
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https://youtu.be/5shcOrbuFBo
https://youtu.be/WnGDpThIAKY


TEAM REPORT K LEAGUE 2

SEOUL ELAND FC ANSAN GREENERS

KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > i KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video > i

SUMMARY Regular Season 10W 5D 21L 4-4-2 SUMMARY Regular Season 6W 7D 23L 4-4-2
They'd have been desperate just to get a point in some games as Seoul E-Land suf- The individual ability shown by striker Yun Ju-tae was outstanding. Ansan scored the
fered too many defeats. As a team, they picked up a total of 70 yellow cards this sea- most goals in K League 2 after the hour mark, this means that their concentration
son which was the second-highest in K League 2. @ m levels remained high towards the end of matches.
RONAN JEONGIN JUTAE  KYUNGJUN
Park Chungkyun ® ©® 0 O Lim Kwansik (111 O R 7 J(17}
JEONG BRUNO SANG GYUNG JI_ KYUNG HAN  BEOM
1973. 06. 20 WAN MIN  JUN 1975. 07. 28 YONG  HO soL ]
8
A ng lr%E I% Sﬁ%us 10'\13 N A T?K Jge % j’é
2023 10 5 21 s p @ 2023 2 2 8 I e KYUN  HO oSEOP SUNG
K League 10 5 21 JUNGIN K League 2 2 8 SEUNGBIN
SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS SQUAD AVERAGES TEAM STATS
JEONGMOOK 1 99 2 0 SUNWOO 1 96 3 0
JUNGIN 25 2,471 35 5 SEUNGBIN 35 3,478 69 5
) 0
oswe 6 w0z 1 33,9 Y0 T e 1 1 1 o 46.5%t0m busn
HYUNSUNG ’
4 5 DAEKYUNG 14 907 0 0 2 7
MINKYU 31 2963 0 1 (11%) 9 (14%) jgszlé:‘; 2316 0 1 (5%) 1 2 (18%)
KYUNGMIN 7 275 0 ] (25%) 31 2803 12 (30%)
CHAEWOON 18 1,138 0 1
JUNYOUNG B 228 0 0 JUNYEONG 1 51 0 0
RS 25 2,277 0 3 47-3% 54-3% 56-5% MINKI 1 53 0 0 43- 1 % 48-2% 51 l7°/n
JER 2 1846 0 0 8th 3rd 3rd GUNWOONG 3 M0 0 0 12th Tth 12th
JUNGMOON 7 246 0 0 4 JUNHEE 19 998 0 1 1 0
DONGJAE 14 853 0 1 Outside PA &=(11%) TACKKYUN 9 776 1 0 Outside PA (25%])
SEUNGHYUN 23 1,651 3 1 YUSEOP 30 2,841 1 0
YONGSU 4 187 1 1} YONGHEE 19 1,091 0 0
JUNGWOOK 2 46 ] 0 484 82_7% 5-8 4[11%] 3[8%] 36 JAEMIN 27 1,388 5 1 435 79_5% 5_6 3[8%] 0[0%) 40
TSAEOHYEON 174 gz; g g 3rd 3rd 10th PK Own goals Total Y;EE'::EM 156 igg g g 7th 7th 12th PK Own goals Total
EONGUK
WONSIK 27 1,743 0 0 JINHYUN 24 1,721 1 0
CHANGHWAN 22 1112 0 0 KYUNGHO 16 1,514 1 1
BRUNO 30 2,226 6 2 35 0 33 7 45 1 44 8 JUNBAE 4 135 0 0
BOMN 25 1834 0 0 Long (30m- ) (12%) y y . . WANDREW 3 0 0 0 Long (30m- ) (13%) 35.8 | 30.7 | 60.7 | 65.8
12th 11th 5th Sth JUNS00 16 1,588 1 0 11th 12th 1st 1st
JEONGWAN 30 2,387 4 1 Medium (15m-30m) (37%) Medium (15m-30m) (32%)
SANGMIN 36 3,181 0 2 [ GYUBIN U Rl . ! [ ]
C Short (-15m) 52%) Short (-15m) 55%
SIHEON 22 1,219 3 1 o SEUNGMIN 7 292 0 0 &
TSUBASA 17 1,199 1 0 JAEHYON ! 15 0 0
’ HANSOL 15 1,412 2 0
SUAN 13 556 0 1 GABRIEL 18 1,120 4 2
JEONGHWAN 12 550 0 0 I KYUNGJUN 33 1,879 3 4
JEONGIN 17 1,293 1 0 . BEOMSU 34 2799 4 4
JUNYOUNG 6 175 0 0 [ | . — H = JAEHYUK 5 148 1 0 . . . .
VANTOAN 9 436 0 0 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+ JUTAE 25 1208 9 1 e —-—
GYUNGJUN 32 2,012 3 4 KEUNHO 5 313 0 0 1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+
SIW00 19 1,028 2 0 Shoot sequence (SS) 296(12th) HYEONGYU 24 921 3 1 Shoot sequence [SS) 345(7th)
DONGRYUL 20 1,206 2 0 Average no, of passes per SS 3.1(3rd) JIYONG 30 1,882 1 4 g
A f d
RONAN 29 1,483 7 2 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 6.3%(12th) THIAGO 16 669 1 1 verage no, of passes per 55 I
JAEHOON 1 53 0 0 A ratio of SSs to total sequences 7.0%(7th)
l E KEY FEATURES . E
26' 1 70 1 1 1 Flexible transformation in shape between a back three 26'0 62 0 2 KEY FEATURES
8th (2nd) and a back four with a range of formation options. 9th (5th) 1 Setupina2-4-4formation with two strikers occupying
2 The tendency to use a target man, tr'?d to create wide positions to get involved in the build-up.
PLAYER STATS chan.cbels by putting the ball into the frontline as fast as PLAYER STATS 2 Wingers tended to stay high to run into the space be-
_ possible. _ : .
8 L 4 1 3 L 65' 3 Full backs flexible in how high up the pitch they stood 9 L 4 1 4 L 8§| i when.centre. bl wer.e dragg.ed I ?f (LRI
X i ? N . 3 Used a quick switch from side to side to find a break-
RO 7 22 8.7 7th 12th during build-up play and varied between staying wide UTRE 9 28 5.2 12th 8th through
. and moving centrally in the half-spaces. . N . . . .
BRUNO 6 16 2.8 4 Setupina 4-4-2 formation when defending with centre JAEMIN 5 8 4.0 4 Setupin a 4-4-2 fcr‘matlon with mldflelqers sitting
JEONGWAN 4 1" 3.0 back moving closer to the touchline to channel-line BEOMSU 4 9 2.1 5 Earrowr:o interfere with the opponenti(s bmld—u;; ‘
defend. ven when trying to press, man-marking wasn&t fim
GYUNGJUN 4 17 89 1 1 6 5 2 2 0 6 5 tAhlleo(\;\;iPegntcoeown;:(;hciﬁzicset::tt\;vreoebrletrr;e midfielders and BEOMSU 4 27 7 1 1 3 5 2 1 1 8 FE)[::.;tl.lgh which created space for the opposition to ex-
A= 3 7 6 - - 6 Susceptible to space behind the defence, exploited by G “ 21 29 " " 6 Central midfielders lacked mobility which led to space
RONAN 2 10 5 At i the opponent&s midfielders. JIYONG 4 27 88 [t oy left exposed on the counter.
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https://youtu.be/SGDz8MG164Y
https://youtu.be/9I2jhhfC0Yk

@ CHEONAN CITY FC

SUMMARY

It was the club’s first season in K League 2 and one in which they will have learned
a lot. Bruno Mota and Paulo Silva produced 18 goals in total between them. Experi- 0

enced midfielder Shin Hyung-min led by example.
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5th

MINJUN
HYOJUN
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JOOHEON
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MOTA
BAKAYOKO
SEOKGYU
CHANHYEOP
SUKHWA
PAULINHO
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70(3ra)

PLAYER STATS

MOTA
PAULINHO
YONGHO

PAULINHO

BAEKGYU
YONGHO
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Park Namyeol

1970. 05. 04
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KEY FEATURES Scan to watch video >

Regular Season 5W 10D 21L
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TEAM STATS

20
7 4
(21%) 1 3[39%] (12%)

Outside PA 4(12%)

78.4. 5.6 2;5/01 1 33

10th 12th Own goals Total

44.5. | 51.7.

13th 11th

28.8 | 27.8 | 45.2 | 53.9

13th 13th 4th 2nd

1-15 15-30 30-45 45+ 45-60 60-75 75-90 90+

Shoot sequence (SS) 271(13th)
Average no, of passes per SS 2.8(6th)
A ratio of SSs to total sequences 5.7%(13th)

KEY FEATURES

1 Setupina 4-3-3 or 4-4-2 formation with two striker
options: Bruno Mota in a target man role and Paulo
Silva as a link-up option.
Little of the central areas of the pitch during build-up
1 1 7 but with quick delivery into the frontline.
L Bruno Mota was best used in a situation when crosses
13th were played into him from wide areas. Mota stayed on
the far side from where the ball came from.
Set up in a 4-4-2 formation when out of possession
with a strong man-marking system in the midfield
area.
Allowed the ball to be put into space between the lines,
due to a lack of awareness from the midfielders.
Team with the highest goal conceded in the last 15

6th minutes of games.
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